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‘ARTESIAN WELLS. 


———— 


By W. L. Lrpscoms, M. D., Cotumsus, Miss. 

The well from which the name Artesian is derived, was bored in: 
the province of Artois, in France, in the year 1126, and has 
flowed steadily ever since. The water rises eleven feet above the- 
ground and supplies nearly 250 gallons per minute. 

The term Artesian is applied only to those bored wells, the water: 
of which rises above the surface of the ground in a continued’ 
stream, and without artificial means. Artesian wells have been in. 
use in France, Italy and probably in Cltina, for several centuries. 
They were introduced into Germany and England about 70 or 80: 
years ago, and into the United States since 1840, 

The first records concerning Artesian wells, were in an Italian. 
work published in 1691, and in a subsequent one published in. 
1729. 

It is supposed that some of the distinguished wells mentioned 
in the Bible were bored wells, probably Artesian, and date back 
to the — patriarchal and historical times. Wells are spoken 
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of in Egypt 500 years after Christ, from 600 to 1,000 feet deep, 
that sent forth water like rivers, and were used to irrigate 
the country. 

Among the most distinguished Artesian wells of the present day 
are the following, viz: Grenelle Well, at Paris, begun in 1834, and 
completed in 1841, which is 1,806 feet deep, and has a steady 
flow of water of 500,000 gallons in twenty-four hours. The 
Kessinger Well, in Bavaria, 1,878 feet deep, from which 100 cubic 
feet of water gushes every minute. An Artesian well at Bourm, 
in England, only 92 feet deep delivers 557,000 gallons of water 
per day, and rises 30 feet 9 inches above ground. 


In 1858, a French engineer bored an Artesian well in the 
District of Sahara, Africa, and procured a jet of water of about 
1,000 gallons a minute; since then, four other wells have been 
bored in the desert, yielding enormous quantities of cool, deli- 
cious water. 


In the United States the most celebrated wells are, viz: one at 
St. Louis, commenced in 1849 and completed in 1854, at a cost of 
$10,000. It is 2,199 feet deep, and yields about 75 gallons of 
water per minute. Another, at Louisville, bored in 1857 and 1858, 
2,086 feet deep. The water will rise in a jet 170 feet above the 
surface, and delivers 330,000 gallons of water in twenty-four 
hours. Another, at Charleston, South Carolina, 1,800 feet deep, 
and yields 30,000 gallons in twenty-four hours. 

Artesian wells were bored in Alabama and Mississippi early 
after 1840, and by 1850, were quite common in all the counties in 
those States, lying upon the Tom Bigbee river. The most north- 
erly Artesian well being three miles north of Camargo—depth, 
200 feet, and rising two feet above the surface. At Aberdeen, 
the public well is 512 feet deep. At Columbus, 371 feet, and at 
Macon, 760 feet. On the east bank of the river the wells vary in 
depth from 150 to 320 feet, while on the western side, they are 
much deeper, from 500 to 800 feet, owing to the dip and irregu- 
larity of the water-bearing stratification. The quantity of water 
flowing out from these wells varies from two or three gallons to 
360 gallons per minute—18 or 20 feet being the maximum height 
to which the water has been made to rise. The temperature of 
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the water increases according to the depth of the well, at the rate 
of 1° Fhr. to every 55 feet of depth. The shallower the well the 
cooler the water. 


Artesian wells depend upon the internal constitution and arrange- 
ment of the different strata of the earth, and therefore cannot be 
bored everywhere. Certain different geological strata must alter- 
nate with each other. There must be a water-bearing stratum, 
which is usually composed of loose material, such as sand, gravel, 
pebbles, etc., situated between two strata, impervious to water, 
which are generally composed of tenacious clays or seams of rock. 

These three strata must not lie horizontally, but must have ao 
considerable dip or inclination to one side, so that water falling 
upon the upper surface of the water-bearing stratum will percolate 
to the bottom of the dip and perhaps accumulate in large pools or 
saturate the entire water stratum with water. The atmosphere 
and the height of the water above make great pressure upen the 
water below, and by the hydrostatic law ‘that water will rise as 
high. as it falls,’’ a well bored into this stratum, gives an outlet 
to the water, which, in the effort to produce an equilibrium, rises 
above the surface of the ground, 

The geological formations which underlie the counties of 
Lowndes and Octibbihaw, particularly upon the western side of the 
Tom Bigbee river, are unusually favorable in the particulars above 
mentioned. 


The Etawa and Tom Bigbee sand group—the lower group of the 
Cretaceous formation, consists mostly, of green sands, which are. 
seperated into different strata by seams of indurate sand cemented 
by lime and silica, or of seams of the oxide of iron mixed with 
sand. This arrangement makes them very prolific water bearers 
and adapted to the establishment of Artesian wells. 

The strata in these localities have also a considerable dip—the 
highest portion of which is found upon the high hills on Butta- 
hatchie and Luxapalila rivers, an altitude about 400 feet above 
the ocean, while Columbus and other high points are only about 
300 feet—the bottoms and level lands being lower still, thus pre- 
senting the necessary elevation on one side and depression on the 
other. This dip or inclination extends in a south-west direction 
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from Columbus, at the rate of about twenty-five feet per mile, and 
Artesian wells south-west of Columbus, have to increase in depth 
at that rate. 

Hundreds of Artesian wells have been successfully bored, begin- 
ning at the bases of the Buttahatchie and Luxapalila hills and 
extending throughout the bottoms and second bottoms of Lowndes 
and Pickens and Greene counties to the Tom Bigbee river, at a 
depth varying from 150 to 500 feet. 

The water of these wells will next claim consideration. The 
Etawa group of the cretaceous formation gives origin to a very 
inferior variety of mineral water, viz: the Chalybeate. This is 
not at all surprising, considering the nature of the formation itself 
—which consists of rocks and sands, and clays, composed of the 
Silicate of Iron, which give to them their characteristic hue, and 
also name of Glancarite or Green sand. These sands are sepera- 
ted into layers or penetrated by seams and veins of the oxide of 
Tron—while diffused throughout, are quantities of rounded balls 
of various sizes, called cron pyrites or sulphur balls, composed of 
the Sulphuret of Iron. 

The Chalybeate waters are produced from the disintegration 
and solution of those various ferruginous combinations, and take 
their variety from the combination most involved. + 

The Iron Pyrites or Sulphur balls—from their non-soluble 
character, furnishes the largest proportion of the Chalybeate 
water, and is generally as copperas water. 

. Some of the wells—like Dr. Rabb’s in Columbus, show a large 
impregnation of the Silicate of Iron—others taste of Lime or 
Magnesia and Soda, but these are dependent, no doubt, upon their 
passage through strata or soils containing those ingredients. 

In some of the Chalybeate wells, reached at the shallowest 
depths, we find a preponderance of the Sulphur over the Iron, 
readily recognized by the emission of Sulphuretted-hydrugen 
gasses and the sulphurous taste, and the further fact that they are 
good, soft waters, useful for washing purposes, that bleach well 
and are free from the copperas coloring property. These wells 
are regarded as fine drinking waters, of a cool temperature, about 

40 deg., and are highly prized by the residents. They are usu- 
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ally attainable at about 150feet depth, but generally in small 
streams, and are liable to cessation. 

The deeper and fewer wells are all strongly Chalybeate, useless 
for washing purposes, warm, are attended with heavy deposits of 
the oxydes of Iron along their courses and in vessels containing 
them. : 

The waters of all these varieties of wells are generally the drink- 
izg and cooking waters of all persons upon the premises and 
have superceded the ordinary wells in their localities. : 

The effect the boring of Artesian wells has had upon the health 
of the country, has been a subject of considerable inquiry and 
solicitude. 

Intelligent citizens and physicians have long suspected their 
injurious effects, but so great has been the local conveniences and 
advantages of these wells that the community at large have been 
disposed to shut their eyes to any probable evils and to deny any 
injury therefrom. 

But years of observation have produced such an array of facts 
that the medical faculty feel prepared to announce the conclusion, 
that Artesian wells cause an increase of the prevalance and severity 
of malarial fevers. 

The correctness of this conclusion can hardly be denied in the 
sections of country north and south of Columbus, along the cast 
bank of the Tom Bigbee river. 

The military and Hamilton roads, which converge at Colmalus, 
Lowndes county, Miss., are the oldest roads in that seetion »° the 
State, and as they passed through a productive agricultural rezion 
were early settled and well improved. This section of co ntry 
was never regarded sickley, even when the lands were first 0») oued. 
But since 1841 or 1842, or since the introduction of Artesian » + ils, 
which are found at almost any homestead, malarial fevers iia ec so 
increased in severity and prevalence that almost ali the entire 
male population of the early settlers are dead, and the cowry is 
owned by a remnant of widows and by new settlers. 

The increase and severity of the fevers has also been observed 
in Pickens and Green counties, Alubama, in which these Ar «-ian 
wells abound. The Subute, Lipsey and Black Warrior coun- 
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ties have become more and more unhealthy, and of late years a 
new and virulent form of malarial disease, called Yellow-disease, 
or Heematural Intermittant Fever, extremely fatal, has been 
developed, and upon inquiry found to originate in the vicinity of 


these same Artesian wells. 
This ugly disease has extended into this section of Mississippi, 


and with singular uniformity sticks closely to the bored well neigh- 
borhoods. In fact, so common is the occurrence that in the 
absence of some very obvious source of malarial poison, the phy- 
Sician-inquires at once for an Artersian well. A conversation 
with a number of the members of this society, reveals that at least 
7-10 of all their cases of yellow-disease, particularly the fatal 


ones, occurred on premises containing an Artesian well. 
The same is true also, of that aggravated form of Algid Con- 


gestive fever, which prevailed at the first settlement of the « un- 
try, but which had almost entirely disappeared. They are found 


reappearing in these Artesian well neighborhoods. - 
Any very sickly place, more so than the surrounding settle- 


ments, is very apt to be distinguished by the abundant overflow- 
ing well located thereon. The North-western portion of Colum- 
bus—the sickliest portion of the city—contains most bored wells, 
and until an Artesian well ran out in the main street of the city, 
chill and fever among the clerks and young men was almost un- 


known. Since that time they have been very prevalent. 
Crossing to the west side of the river, we have only to inquire 


where are the Artesian wells, to find malarial fevers from January 
to January, and enough of yellow disease to mark the spots with 
their malignant blood-stains. 

These are not idle fancies or hastily made observations, and an 
inquiry into their truth is challenged, both for the benefit of science 
and the good of the country. 

In this paper, no pretence is set up that Artesian wells are the 
cause of all malarial fevers of the country, or that certain sec- 
tions may not be unusually sickly without them. We do not even 
deny that they are located most generally in sections in which 
malarial fevers are the prevailing type. 

We contend only that Artesian wells increase the prevalence 
and severity of malarial fevers, and that they are detrimental to 
the health of the places on which they are located. 
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It may not be amiss for us to inquire, in this paper, for the 
probable reasons why Artesian wells thus produce sickness. 

There is no better established fact in pathology than that the 
use of certain mineral water, as a daily drink, produces certain 
diseases and liabilities to disease. The Magnesian Lime-stone 
waters of Switzerland and other portions of Europe and Asia, 
produce Cretinism and Goitrie. 


The limestone regions of Tennessee and Kentucky have been 
marked by the desolating tread of the cholera, and the yellow- 
fever stops its ravages with the long moss of Florida and Alabama. 
Geologists have attributed the prevailing sickness of Mississippi 
to the almost universal absence of good water within the State. 
Magnesia, soda, lime and salt, seem to be ingredients in almost every 
well and spring. This unpleasant impregnation has caused the 
resort to cisterns and bored wells, and stands in the way of an 
appreciation of the facts and conclusions contained in our essay. 

Mild Chalybeates have always been regarded the most healthy 
of all mineral waters, and are supposed to invigorate digestion, 
improve the blood and to perform all the functions of good tonic 
medicine. 

* Our only remark as to the use of mineral water as a daily and 
constant drink is that all the active ingredients of mineral waters 
are medicines, and that the habitual and protracted use of any 
medicine in any form, is prejudicial to vigorous health. What 
effect the continual use of Chalybeate water may have upon the 
human organism, in preparing it for the reception of malaria 
poison or breaking down its resistance thereto, we will not stop at 
this time to argue, but only propose the query. Could not the 
long protracted use of a solution of the sulphate of iron, pro- 
duce, from over stimulation, a resultant depression like the use 
of alcohol upon the digestive functions, and sg impair nutrition as 
to bring the system to its lowest power of resistence ? 

Malaria, we are taught to regard asa poisonous emanation from 
earth, caused by heat, moisture and vegetable decomposition, and 
if we can find Artesian wells to be productive of these causes, the 
inference is fair and legitimate, that they must produce an addi- 
- tional amount of malaria to that caused by the locality before they 
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were established. What ever may have been the health or sickli- 
ness of the place, water 150 or 500 feet under ground could have 
produced no effect, but if that water be brought to the surface and 
thereby is productive of heat, moisture and vegetable decompo- 
sition, the factors of malaria, then the Artesian well must make 
a healthy place sickly, and a sickly place sicklier. 

The excessive temperature of our summer and fall months would 
furnish all the heat necessary for our argument, but we have, in 
addition thereto the fact that all soils colored with iron are active 
absorbents of the sun’s rays and, thus attract to their locality an 
unusual amount of heat. 

The moisture is present in an ever-flowing stream of water, and 
the large accumulation in the ponds made by them. We have 
also the geological fact that all ferruginous soils are very reten- 
tive of moisture, so much so that many of the low places in the 
fields, difficult to drain, and very unproductive, are supposed to 
be so on account of the iron they contain, which compacts the 
clay and produces rust in the vegetation. 

Pipe clay lands abounding in Pyrites or Sulphur balls are noto- 
riously poor and hard to drain. 

Aitkins has the following paragraph in an article on the nature 
of malarious soils: ‘It is a fact that the usual localities in whith 
paludal fevers abound are those which consist of mineral, veget- 
able and animal matters mixed together in such proportions and 
of such constituents chemically, as tend to absorb moisture and 
retain it, and subsequently to decompose.”’ The affinities of iron 
for moisture is seen in the readiness of the metal to oxydize or 
rust, and of all its salts to deliquesce. 

That these affinities may be further extended, may be inferred 
from the fact that in all the swamps and bottoms, and marshes in 
which Chalybeate springs abound, are found also large and active 


accumulations of malarial poison. 
This truth is so well known that physicians forbid their patients 


remaining-at Chalybeate springs any length of time for fear of 


contracting chills. 
The moisture produced by these Artesian wells is further pro- 


moted by their usual location under the luxuriant shade-trees that 
abound in the yards of a country residence. 
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So we have moisture in the evaporation from a never-failing 
stream of water—we have it again in the extensive percolation of 
this highly charged mineral solution into the dry sand or earth 
through which they run—and again in the large and shaded ponds 
into which it empties, besides the moisture incident to the particu- 
lar attraetion which ferruginous soils have for all atmospheres 
containing water. 

The last feature in the production of malaria, is the decompo- 
sition of vegetable matter, and Artesian wells present to our 
mind all the conditions and circumstances for its large and active 
production. 

In the first place, we have an unfailing supply of a solution of 
the sulphate of iron, one of the active properties of which is the 
destruction or decomposition of vegetable matter. Next, we have 
large quantities of vegetable and animal matter coming in the 
shape of refuse from the kitchen and yard—manures from the 
stable lots and privies, and the acumulated leaves of all the trees 
in the immediate vicinity washed by the rains, into the pond 
made, usually, in the lowest locality, by the stream from the 
well. . 

And thus our argument ends complete, if heat, moisture and 
vegetable decomposition are the active agents in the production of 
malaria, we have in our Artesian wells an artificial manufacture 
of all those agents, and situated too, right in the houses of the 
residents, where, day and night they can breath and drink, and 
absorb the noxious exhalations. 


Read before the Columbus Medical Society, November 14th 
1871, and requested for publication. 
J. W. M. Suarttucx, M.D., See’y. 
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A CASE OF PARALYSIS OF MORTOR PORTION OF 
TTH CRANIAL NERVE. 


BY R. J. PRESTON, OF ABINGDON, VA. 


The following case was one of great interest, from the fact that 
the father of the child (a distinguished ex-Congressman) had died 
of paralysis (hemiplegia,) resulting from embolism, he having suf- 
fered from heart-disease, and nearly every member of his family, 
even to this little girl, being similarly affected. 

S. S., a delicate little girl, aged 8 years, was seen October 30th, 
1870,—being called in consultation by Dr. A. She has been suf- 
fering from acute bronchitis for some days, symptoms of which are 
much ameliorated and no rales scarcely to be heard over the chest 
—has pretty loud aortic direct murmur. Has been affected siace 
early morning with facial paralysis—right sile—involving all the 
mucles supplied by “ Portia Dura” of 7th nerve, with all the char- 
acteristic disfigurement of the face, and some conjunctivitis of 
right eye and epiphora from inability to wink or close the lids. 
The mother of the child «as much alarmed, as also was Dr. A., 
from the above mentioned facts taken in connection with the 
case. From the attend ints we learned that the child had been ex- 
posed to a cold win-i for a considerable part of the day before, and 
swelling of the face began in the night with but little pain or 
other disturbance. We also elicited an imperfect history of a fall, 
a day or two previous, and a slight bruise was still perceptible in 
front of right ear, below zygoma, but was not deemed important. 
The 3d and 6th nerves were diagnosed in tact from the ab- 
sence of ptosis, strabismus, etc., and central lesion of the brain ex- 
cluded from diagnosis—no previous brain symptoms having been 
noticed. No impairment of taste could be detected upon right 
side of tongue, (and the child responded intelligently and quickly 
to all questions.) and hence the lesion was decided to be in front 
of the giving off of the * Corda Tympani.” Believing the paraly- 
sis entirely due to the effect of cold upon the tissues causing swell- 
ing of the same and implicating the sheath of the ‘‘ Portia Dura” 
of 7th nerve along its extension into the long canal of petrous 
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portion of temporal bone, thereby causing pressure upon said nerve 
and obliterating its functions, we gave a favorable prognosis, qui- 
eting the fears of the mother as much as possible, and ordered the 
following treatment: The child’s bowels to be kept open by the 
use of gentle laxatives—blisters to be applied behind right ear 
as often as needed, to keep up counter-irritation, and affected 
muscles to be rubbed with lint. ammonia frequently. Hot pedilu- 
via to be given every night, the child to be kept within doors and 
right eye covered to protect it from the light. 

The results of this treatment confirmed the diagnosis, as marked 
improvement followed it, the child being perfectly recovered in 
ten days, and all the serious apprehensions of the mother and her 
physician entirely dissipated. 





FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


Bertin, Prussia, Nov. 13, 1871. 


Messrs, Editors :—Presuming that you and your readers would 
have no objection to hearing something of medicine and medical 
men in this part of the world, I communicate a few points which 
may be of some interest to you and them, and perhaps, also, some 
who glance over this, and who are contemplating a visit to the 
European schools may be in the same quandary as myself, before 
leaving America, viz: as to selecting the best point for studying 
general medicine and the different specialties. And if so, I hope 
in as few words as possible, to give them a few ideas by which 
they nay be better able to guide their movements. 

For a number of years Berlin has taken a prominent stand 
among the European schools, and the results of the recent war 
has not only had no depreciating effect upon the German Institu- 
tions of different kinds, but has acted upon them as upon the 
Empire itself—made them conspicuous over all others. 

The different medical schools are advertised to begin on the 
15th of October, but nothing is really done in the way of Lectures 
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or Clinics, till about the 1st of November. They continue regu- 
larly to the middle of March, when a recess of six weeks is given, 
after which they again progress till the 1st of August, when the 
schools are closed for the three following months. 

Students begin to arrive towards the middle of October, and up 
to this time they have come in such numbers that it is with diffi- 
culty that suitable londging can be obtained. In fact, Berlin is 
one vast school-house, and the pupils hail from almost every 
quarter of the globe, and are of every color peculiar to man. 
Aside from the Germans themselves, the Americans exceed all 
others in numbers, and are applying themselves to the study of 
every imaginable branch of the profession. 


The two main Hospitals are the ‘* Charite,’’ containing 1,800 
beds, and “‘ The Royal Surgical Clinic,” with 200 beds. Numer- 
ous other institutions of similar character are scattered throughout 
the city, but the above two are the principal ones, and to which all 
students and visitors attend. The latter is under the exclusive 
control of Professor Largenbeck, the former has its different 
departments, managed by different Professors. Military rule, as 
it does in all things else in Germany, extends also its strong arms 
through and around these ‘ Homes for the Sick,” and as a con- 
sequence it is a somewhat difficult task to procure permission to 
pass through and examine the departments, even in company with 
the Professors themselves, and as a result of this partial prohibi- 
tion, one is deprived of one of the most important parts of his 
study, viz: ‘‘ Bed-side examinations.”’ 

The Clinics are in every respect first-class, and so sought after 
that the amphitheaters are unable to hold the applicants. 

I have made frequent inquiry of the schools of Paris and 
Vienna, of those recently coming from them, and the universal 
opinion is that Berlin excels by far in Pathology, General Surgery, 
and General Medicine. Vienna is said to possess advantages over 
all, in teaching the eye and the ear, with their various diseases. 
Yet, Berlin boasts of some celebrated men in these branches, of 
whom I will make mention in afew minutes. Paris is only spoken 
of as a thing of the past, and asa proof of her present depressed 
condition, in au educational point of view, is the fact of quite a 
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number of her most distinguished Teachers having left for other 
countries, in which to practice and teach their profession. 

Prof. Von Langerbeck’s reputation is world-wide, and it needs 
but a simple mention of his name, in connection with Surgery, to 


attract attention and interest. Although approaching seventy 
years of age, he applies himself as assiduously and continuously . 
as if quite young and strong, to bring himself before the profes- 
sional world. He commenced his surgical career by performing 
operations, and that .too, successfully, at which other men, less 
bold, shrugged their shoulders and refused to undertake. Success 
in such things is well calculated to win reputation, and it seems 
that the propensity has clung to the Professor in after-life, for 
daily operations are made which, to a “looker-on,” appear dan- 
gernosly useless, but it seems as if he had counted the cost, for 
the results are remarkably successful. Plastic operations are his 
special delight, and even to-day, I have seen him make two new 
mouths and a nose, which gave their possessors quite an improved 
appearance, and will, no doubt, satisfy every want of the deform- 
ity. As most of*the other Professors, he speaks tolerable Eng- 
lish, and in private, is one of the most agreeable of men. 
Pathology, as taught by ‘Prof. Virchow,” can certainly not 
be surpassed in any land, and the interest taken in this very 
necessary study by almost every American here, is a very note- 
worthy fact, since amongst our medical men and schools at home, 
this branch of medicine is comparatively neglected, or if taught 
at all, very imperfectly so. This careful and almest universal 
attention to pathological changes, given by our countrymen, indi- 
cates a determination on their part, to improve the present favor- 
able opportunity of acquiring a knowledge of so important a 
science, hitherto so sadly overlooked in their own country. Being 
a slow and distinct speaker, and so thoroughly animated by his 
subject, and so much interested in the progress of his students, 
“ Prof. V.”’ is the especial favorite of all, and especially so with 
Americans—not only from the admirable manner in which he 
teaches his subjects, but also, from his great affability and the 
clear and perfectly articulated speech by which they can, even 
with but a slight knowledge of the language, catch the idea, if 
not the full meaning of each word. In this man is combined 
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statesmanshin and science-—since he occupies, at the same time, 
one of the first positions in the “German Reichstag,” or Con- 
gress, and the very first in the science he teaches. Being only 
fifty-five years of age, he has written more, during this time, upo. 
scientific subjects than any other man of this country. The latest 
edition of his work on “Cellular Pathology,” is in the hands of 
almost every European physician, and sellers of medical books 
tell me the demand is still so great that it can only be supplied at 
an exorbitant rate, when compared with the price of other Ger- 
man literature. 

‘Von Greefe,’’ whose name occupies the most conspicuous stand 
in every publication, dating back for ten or fifteen years, upon the 
Eye and its diseases, and whose reputation made Berlin the world’s 
centre for such studies, and with whom no other man in Germany 
dared to cope, is now dead, and since then numerous other lesser 
luminaries have sprung into existence. His successor, “ Profes- 
sor Schweigger,” a former pupil, was, shortly after the death of his 
illustrious predecessor and preceptor, called to tae University of 
Berlin from Heidelberg, where he was occupying a similar chair, to 
the one now under his control. Although a young man he stands 
first after Graefe, and bids fair to equal him in all respects. We 
judge of men, always, by the success of their undertakings, ani 
this rule has bri ught ‘‘Professor 8.” to follow close upon the 
reputation of the previous distinguished occupant of the chair of 
“Diseases of the Eye,”’ in the above-mentioned school. The cases 
we see daily, in his clinic, are not only such as we meet in every- 
day practice, but also, those upon whom the more important opera- 
tions are performed. His treatment of Acute and Chronic Con- 
junctivitis, with granulated lids, is so simple and so invariably suc- 
cessful, that I propose, at another time, giving it to your readers, 
for the benefit of their many patients who suffer so terribly from 
this disease, and whose treatment, especially of the latter, is 
usually so unsatisfactory. 

An examination of the general arrangement of the Eye Wards, 


and a view of the almost constant attention of assistants and 
nurses after operations of greater and less importance, impresses 
upon one, more fully, what he already knows, that, through these 
means, a successful termination is reached, in as great a degree, 
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as through the skill of the Surgeon himself. A master-head and 
hand must have superintended the construction of this portion of 
the hospital. 

Berlin also, prides herself upon her specialists, celebrated for 


their teachings upon “the ear and its diseases,” and who have 
greatly assisted in bringing these branchs of medicine into a sepa- 
rate and distinct and important study. Profs. Lucze and Weber 
stand foremost. The latter has recently produced considerable 
favorable comment, from the profession, through the different jour- 
nals, from his new mode of treatment of certain affections of the 
ear, by the division of the “tensor tympani muscle” upon the 
same principle that certain troubles in the eye, are cured by iri- 
dectomy, does this cutting of the tympani muscle, relieve these 
peculiar complaints of the ear. ‘Prof. W.” remarked to me, 
that through this operation, he had relieved almost instantly, pa- 
tients who had suffered from a ten year’s ‘singing in the ear,”’ 
and as almost constant pain. This “singing,” as it is called, is 
frequently so annoying that the sleep of persons thus effected, is 
constantly disturbed and unrefreshing, and any mode of treatment, 
that brings ease and quiet to the sufferer, is certainly a blessing. 
Most interesting clinics are held daily, where one sees every spe- 
cies of ear diseases, and their various treatment, and can himself 
make personal examinations, and watch the effect of remedies and 
operations from day to day. 

Prof. Liebreich, “‘of chloral hydrate’ renown, gives a course 
upon “ chemistry and chemical medicine,” and in looking over his 
class, it is easy to percieve, that a large, if not the larger portion, 
are Americans. He is now devoting himself to the disccvery of 
an anesthetic, which will completely supercede chloroform, with- 
out any of its dangers. Such, at some future time, will be brought 
into use, and the fortunate discoverer, will receive the praises and 
thanks, both of his professional colleagues and the world at large. 

General medicine in Berlin, is said to surpass the balance of 
Europe—in fact, a Professor remarked, in my hearing a few days 
ago, that the manner of teaching, and the clinics of Prof. Frierichs 
and Traube, are better than anything of the kind, in existence. I 
have long since found out, that their ideas upon any subject per- 
taining to the branches which they teach, are held as absolute 
authority in Germany. 
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Indeed, lectures upon every specialty, are here given, and 
numerously attended, and material for their proper study is in the 
greatest abundance. - 

To any one anticipating a visit to any portion of Germany, for 
the study of medicine, I would say, the more German you can 
read, the better for you—and better still, the more you can speak 
and read. Numbers of Americans come here, expecting to learn 
the language after arriving. This is good enough, if you have 
sufficient time to spend for that purpose—but a great mistake, if 
you intend entering immediately upon the study for which you 
come, and have but a limited time in which to do so. Without 
any knowledge of the language, the first three or four months are 
completely thrown away. You not only do not understand what 
is being said, but are in a state of continual mental confusion, by 
getting wrong ideas. 

For those expecting to dissect, it is well to bring an English 
Anatomy with them, as they will be much better able to proceed 
with satisfaction—and since, too, the anatomical terms used here 


in lectures, are exactly the same as with us, with the exception of 
a different pronunciation. A medical dictionary is also essential. 
Other English works needed—are but few, as the time is fully 
occupied otherwise, than by reading to any great extent. Wish- 
ing you much success in your journal, 


I am yours, most truly, 
A. W. CatHown. 





PART II. 
Abridged Extracts and Gleanings from our Exchanges 


MULTUM IN PARVO. 





ON SOME PREPARATIONS OF IRon.—We hold it to be something 
of a duty devolving upon every professional reader, however hum- 
ble or otherwise, to contribute his mite towards the general stock 
of practical knowledge now being gathered in monthly for the 
pages of our CuMPANION. I say our CompaNION, because every 
subscriber should feel that hs professional interest is promoted in. 
exact ratio to zfs success, as in every way identified with 2s wel- 
fare. Weall have our favorite pre-criptions—such as experience 
has stamped with the seal of reliability. From this field a vast 
fund of valuable information might be culled. . In this connection 
I would passingly suggest, that we be careful to offer nothing for 
its pages which, when weighed in the balances of trial, will be 
found in the least wanting. In this spirit I briefly invite the at- 
tention of my brother co laborers to the subjoined preparations of 
iron, which we have been using constantly and with entire satis- 
faction for the last twenty-five years. Every experienced practi- 
tioner knows, that our best iron compounds are those having the: 
red oxide as their base; and especially is this true, when our aim 
is the restoration of impoverished blood. This is the indication 
in quite a preponderance of the cases calling for iron. In this 
very chemical, particularly, consists the efficacy of the most min- 
eral waters, as well as the advantages of the oxysulphates, over 
many others. Let me incidentally add, the first formula is no 
therapeutical novelty, but was invented and successfully used by 
Sylvester sixty years ago, and is said to have been in constant 
use ever since by many English practitioners : 


OXYSULPHATE OF IRON. 


R.—Chrystalized Sulphate Iron, dr. ijss. 
Nitric Acid, ‘ . é - dr. iij. 
Pure Water, . . . ‘ oz. iss. 


Stir well the iron and acid, by constant rubbing in a glass mor- 
2 
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tar, for at least, 20 minutes— gradually add the water, and filter 
through white filtering paper. The result is a clear limpid fluid, 
which may be given in doses of from 5 to 10 or 15 drops, twice 
daily, in a little water or infusion of quassia—is easily prepared, 
and will be found, for general use, preferable to the muriated tinc- 
ture of the shops—harmonizes chemically with, and confers solu- 
bility on quinine, sulph. magnesia, etc., and may be relied on as 
one of the very best restoratives for debility and torper of the 
liver, following successfully treated cases of hepatitis, or miasmatic 
fevers, in which the biliary organs have suffered. For chronic 
chills, the following formula, alone, will be worth four times the 
price of Tur CoMPANION to any practitioner engaged in a malari- 
ous district : 
R.—Sulph. Quinine, . . «. = grs. xxx. 
Liq. Oxysulph. Iron, . ee ee 
Fowler’s Sol., .  . : ‘ de.’ 4, 
Water, ‘ i ae ee el F 
$.—A tea-spoonful thrice daily, after meals, occasionally add- 
ing @ small dose of sulph. magnesia to obviate costiveness. The 
iron and arsenic may be varied to meet the leading indication: 


R.—Spts. Mindererus, . a" 0Z. ij. 
Liq. Oxysulph. Iron, : . . dr. i—M. 

This gives a beautiful florid mixture—palatable, and in doses of 
 tea-spoonful or so, thrice a day—not apt to disappoint as a gen- 
eral tonic. The ammonia promotes the action of the iron and im- 
parts to it a decided capillary and renal tendency We have found 
the liquor oxysulph., in doses of from 3 to 6 minims with a drachm’ 
or two of the liquor ammonia acetat, every 3 or 4 hours, a valua- 
ble remedial agent in combatting the forming stages of tonsilitis, 
scarlatina, typhoid fever, and puerperal inflammations. In these 
affections, I am convinced of the efficacy of this combination as 
superior to the mur tinct. used in the same way. 


SYRUP IODIDE IRON. 


R.—Iod. Pot, . , ° ° grs. Xxx. 
Liq. Oxysulph. Iron, ~ =. ss dr. ij, 
Simple Syrup, ° - oz. i, and dr. ij.—M. 

Dissolve the iodide in the syrup and add the iron. This syrup 
is of a beautiful red color—will keep without deposition for years, 
and is a most excellent tonic and alterative, in doses of 20 to 60 
drops twice a day. We will close by adding, if the brom. pot. or 
brom. ammonia be substituted for the iodide (correspondingly as 
to quantity) in the above formula, a rich golden colored compound 
will result and prove itself on trial, a remedy of the first class in 
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all enemic, chlorotic and nervous conditions resulting from uter- 
ine affections or otherwise. 
Gro. D. Hopes. M. D. 
Holly Springs, Ark., Dec. 11th, 1871. 


CuuLoraL Hyprarte IN InFantILe Convutstons.—I have found 
enemata of 10 to 80 grs. of Chloral Hydrate a specific for infan- 
tile convulsions, produced from any cause whatever, unless, per- 
haps, it be from some varieties of poisons where disgorging the 
stomach is an absolute necessity. It is well for the practitioner 
to know, accurately, how much he administers. This is the more 
necessary because the drug has not been on hand long enough for 
us to handle it with the same indifference as we do quinine and 
other old ‘‘stand-bys”’ of the profession. My custom is, to add 
the chloral to such quantity of water as. will secure its dilution 
only so much as to prevent local irritation, but not enough for the 
bulk to excite peristaltic action of the bowels. Try it, and 
anxious parents and friends “ will call you blessed,”’ and you will 
leave your patient with a light heart. The quantity to be used 
in a given case, is to be determined by the age of the sufferer, 
ranging from, say, grs. y. to xl. 

Midville, Ga. L. B. Boucue te, M. D. 


PUERPERAL CONVULSIONS SUCCESSFULLY TREATED WITHOUT 
BLeEDING.—It has been my fortune, in a practice of fifteen years, 
frequently to have this formidable malady to treat, and with the 
exception of cupping in the temples, in two cases, I have never 
found it necessary to resort to blood-letting. In the first case, J 
did it, as I now think, before I learned better; and, in the second, 
as a compromise between my own judgment and the established 
usages of the profession. My own remedies were not giving so 
satisfactory results as the urgency of the case seemed to require, 
and I never stand by and see a patient suffer and die, wi hout 
exhausting all the available resources in my knowledge. Instead 
of bleeding and cupping heroically, as the law is, I resort to brisk 
cathartics, and none act so promptly, in my hands, as oleum 
tiglii—croton oil—gtts. 1, 2 and 8, on the tongue, and encovr- 
aged by warm salt-water enemata—Chloride of sodium, in aqua, 
as much as the water will dissolve. I have never yet met a case 
in which the convulsions did not yield promptly and permanently 
after the action of the remedy. 

Severe cases have been,’as is usual, followed by coma, and this 
state gives away immediately upon the action of a blister to the 
back of the neck. I would not have it believed, however, that I 
regard any remedy indicated before parturition, but delivery ; but 
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post-partum cases are alluded to exelusively, that do not yield 
after delivery. My success in these cases, mukes me strongly 
doubt the propriety of bleeding in any case, except in very rare 
instances. Certain it is that if the patient can be retieved without 
the loss of blood, the road to perfect health is much shorter, 
which is no mean consideration. 

I only name chloroform to say, I never rely upon it, however 
willing I am to take it as an adjuvant. It does not, cannot, reach 
‘“‘the root of the matter.” I hope the profession will give the 
croton oil, or anything else, a fair trial, that will insure to. the 
patierts relief, and conserve the vital energies of the system. 


— Midville, Ga. L. B. Boucne.usz, M. D. 


InreRNAL Hemorruorps.—Dr, Beekman has treated eleven 
cases of interal bemorrhvids, all occurring in females, and all 
treated without operation. In every case, the only internal medi- 
cation consisted in the employment of the following formula: 


R.—Pulv. Senne. 

Potass Bitartrat. 

Pulv. Sulphuris. . é d aa, OZ. ii. 

Pulv. Zinziberis, . ‘ ‘ oz. ss.—M. 

This preparation is designated in the Dispensary Pharmacopeeia, 

as Pulvis Senne Compositus. The dose as employed by Dr. 
Beekman, was a tea spoonful of the powder, in molasses, every 
morning. The local treatment consisted in the use of the follow- 
ing ointment: 


R.—Ext. Belladonne, 

Plumbi Acetatis, ‘ ' ae SS mS 

Acid Tannic, ‘ , OZ. 88. 

Ung. Adipis, q. s. ut fiat unguentum. 

A small mass of the ointment to be introduced within the anus 
thrice daily, after a thorough ablution of the parts with cold water. 
The duration of the treatment was quite various, bearing a direct 
ratio to the severity of the case, ranging from a week to about 
five weeks. As far as could be ascertained, recovery took place 
in every instance, and no case of relapse has thus far come to Dr. 
Beekman’s notice. A few of these patients suffered from hemor- 
rhage, but not to an excessive amount. Instead of the ointment 
above mentioned, Dr. Beekman uses, in private practice suppusi- 
tories made up of the same ingredients with the exception that 
cocoa-butter is substituted for the simple ointment—each supposi- 
tory containing two grains, each, of extract of belladonna and 
acetate of lead, with four grains of tannin—N, Y. Med. Gazette, : 
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KNEADING IN ConsTIPATION.—By Geo. H. Savage, M. D., 

London. In Dr. Black’s Lecture on Constipation (reported in 
the Journal, Jan. 28th). he alludes to ‘‘ kneading” of the bowels 
as not being likely to do good. Having had one case in which 
such treatment—accidentally applied—saved the patient’s life, I 
send a short account of it. 
‘ I was called to see a healthy oid man, suffering from constipta- 
tion and excessive pain over the right hypochondrium, so severe 
as to hinder examination. Enemata were used; the pain lessened, 
when a tumor was felt where the pain had been; this was soft and 
semi-dull. Enemata.were continued ; sickness and vomiting fol- 
lowed, stercuracious matter being ejected. The patient seemed 
sinking; another medical man was called in consultation; and, 
there being a difference of opinion as to the nature of the tumor, 
it was manipulated several times. Soon after we left the house, 
the patient passed a large quantity of hard feces, and found that 
the tumor had dise ppeared.— St. Louis Med, and Sur. Journal. 


ImMprRovED Dover’s Powper.—Dr. B. D. Keator, of Tolone, 
{ll., says the following formula is superior to the old Dover’s Pow- 
der in every respect : 

R.—Sulph. Morphia, =. ta grs. xX. 
Pulv. Camph., . ; a es 
Pulv. Ipecacuan, .  . , dr. i. 
Creta Preparat., A é oh, Mie, Wile 
Pulv. Glycyrrh, .  ., dr. iii. 

Thoroughly mix, Dose same as Dover’s Powder, in water.— 
New York Medical Gazette. 


Hoorina Covcu.—Dr. Bartlett’s formula: 
R—Argenti Ioduret, : . ‘ gr. x, 
Sacch. Alb, . «2 «— goa 
Puly. G. Tragacanth, ‘ . gt. viii or x.—M 
Rub well together, moisten with a few drops of water, make 
pill mass and divide .into 80 pills. Each pill will contain one- 
eighth of a grain of the salt. 
S.—To a child 2 or 3 years old, one pill 3to 5 times a day. 
To children 6 to 10 years old, 2 pills at a dose. This, the Dr. 
says, is “safe, pleasant and effective.” 


Oxaturta.—Dr. H. 8. Thorne, of Chicago, (Michigan Univer- 
sity Medical Journal), has found the permanganate of potash of 
valure in oxaluria. He gives one grain either made into a pill or 
dissulved in Water, on an empty stomach, three times a day. 
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AMENORRHEA AND DysMENoRRH@A.—Dr. E. Bradley, (Medi- 
cal World) says: ‘Some time since, I became convinced that 
many cases of obstinate amenorrheea and dysmenorrhoea depended 
upon a malarial poison, and I commenced the use of counter-irri- 
tation over the spine, followed by the local application of a satu- 
rated solulion of quinine. In quite a number of cases, during the 
past six months, I have used this treatment with marked success. 
The method of using the quinine is to first paint the spine over its 
lower two-thirds with the following: 

R.—Oil Mustard, ‘ i f 6 dr. iij. 
Alcohol, . é ° . 02. ij.—M., 
using a wide camel’s-hair brush, and teking care not to allow the 
solution to cover a wider space than one or two inches. Then, 
when the surface is thoroughly red, apply the following: 
R.—Quinine er ‘ ; ; ee A 
Aque, ; ° 04. j. 
Acid. Sulph. Aromat., ° -  . 4g. 8—M. 

In applying the essential oil of mustard, considerable pain is 
excited. This immediately ceases, however, on the application of 
the saturated solution of quinine. 

In one case, in which suppression had existed for several months, 
the patient having had intermittent fever for some time previously, 
and having been treated by the internal administration of quinine 
unsuccessfully, after the use of the counter irritation and quinine 
locally for about three months, the menses returned, and she felt 
perfectly well. In another case, there had been great neuralgia 
of the head and uterus, and it was speedily relieved by this treat- 
ment. 

In another case of dysmenorrcea, with obstinate constipation of 
the bowels, the patient was entirely cured, and has not suffered 
from constipation since. 


© A New Counter-Inritant.—By Prof. Parker : 
R.—Croton Oil, . . ‘ : oz. ij. 
Spirits Camphor, . . 0%. Aj. 
Alcohol, : pig ’ é 0%. Vi. 


ScarLATINA.—Dr. Sansom, gives 10 grain doses of sulpho- 
cardolate of sodium every 2 hours in Scarlatina, with happy results. 
He regards the sulpho-carbolate of iron as superior to the other 
preparations of iron, as a tonic. 


INFANTILE Wast1Ine.—Dr. Sansom esteems the sulpho-carbo- 
late of calcium very highly in infantile wasting. 
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CoLLoDION IN CHILBLIANS.—Dr. C. Green, in the Buffalo Med- 
ical Journal, says: ‘¢ In Chilblains he has used, with the most de- 
cided success, Collodion. In one case the patient had her feet for 
time exposed to severe cold, which produced erythematious inflam- 
mation of several of the small toes. They were swollen, red, ten- 
der and itching. I completely inveloped them ina thick coating 
of collodion, and the contraction which took place on its drying, 
produced so much compression of the vessels, that the toes were 
as pallid as frozen ones. The pain and itching were relieved, and 
in twenty-four hours these members were nearly well. I have 
cured pernio of the heel also with this article. 


TREATMENT OF Psortasis.—Dr. H. G. Pifford, (Med. Gazette) 
says: ** The treatment of Psoriasis consisted chiefly in the use of 
Fowler’s Solution, internally, and thorough applications of the tar 
ointment mentioned above, followed by the glycerate of tar or of 
cade as the condition improved. Several cases were treated with 
earbolic acid internally, but without encouraging result. Copaiva 
was prescribed for one case, but as the patient had previously used 
the same remedy for a different affection, he supposed that we had 
mistaken the nature of his complaint, and declined further treat- 
ment. Galvanism was employed in two cases. 


Dysentery.—Dr. J. B. Brown, says that in the treatment of 
dysentery, he has usually been successful, in a few days, with the 
following formula : 

R.—Ol. Amygdal. duli., ‘ . dr. iv to vij. 
Gum Mimas, ae . dr. ij to iij. 
Aq. distillat, ‘ - 0%. I} to iij. 

Fiat lege artio emulsio ani adde. 

Sod Nitratis, 
Aque lauro cerasi 
Gyr. Sie eS é' @8. fj, 

M. S.—A table-spoonful to be taken every one or two hours, 
after having been well shaken. 

For children, I prescribe the half, or only one-third part of the 

uantity—and I found it an’ excellent means for overcoming, in 
their d fferent forms, diarrhoea and dysentery. After the evacua- 
tions have become normal, the medicine is to be continued for one 
or two days, on account of great liability to relapse. In the more 
severe cases, I ordered the addition of a few grains of the extract 
of opium to the former mixture, in order to allay, more rapidly, 
the existing painful tenesmus and the nervous excitement in gen- 
eral, 

é 


me 
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Pityriasis VERSICOLA.—This disease, of the skin, is common: 
eonsisting of yellow spots, covering sometimes a large surface. It 
usually appears on the neck and shoulders, in flexures of arms, 
etc. Dr. G. Pifford recommends the following treatment : 


“‘Our usual treatment is to apply a strong tinct. of iodine to all 
the affected spots, and to repeat the application morning and night 
until the epidermis begins to loosen. When this occurs, employ 
friction with a damp, coarse towel until all apparent trace of the 
affection is removed, After this the body should be bathed daily 
for about a week with sulphurous acid, and the patient charged to 
make frequent changes in his undergarment, and not to resume 
any which have been worn during the time that the affection was 
present without first subjecting them to thorough baking in an 
oven. If all of the spots have been removed by the iodine and 
friction, the patient may expect to be permanently cured; but if 
any of them, however small, escape notice, he must look out for 
a reappearance of the affection. eae once effected a ] -dgment, 
it will spread with great facility, but its transference to others is 
under the control of laws which are not as yet thoroughly under- 
stood.— Medical Gazette. 


OXALATES IN THE UrinE.—The following formula is highly 
esteemed by those who have used it : 
R—Acid Nitro-mur. dil., . fdr. jss, 
Tr. Chirat., ° . . . fdr. iij, 
Tr. Aconit., . . ‘ : min. xXx, 
Infus. Aurant, . ° , . foz. viij—M. 


S.—A tablespoonful 3 times daily. 


TREATMENT OF TyMPANY BY LoBeLIA.—Dr. Bixby says: The 
employment of this drug for the purpose indicated, was novel to 
him, and from its general repute he should have been prejudiced 
against it. In the case referred to, however, where the tympany 
had been very marked, and had persisted for a couple of months, 
immediate relief was obtained by lobelia injections, in the propor- 
tion of one dr: chm of the tincture to an ounce of water. Dr. B. 
had never seen so sudden and so satisfactory a result produced by 
any remedy, as in the instance referred to. There had been little 
or no constitutional effect. 

Dr. Bixby related a case of violent and prolonged epistaxis 
checked by a current of salt-water passed continuously through 
the nares by a’ fountain syringe, for the space of two minutes.— 
Jour. of the Gynecological Society of Boston. 


La 
. 
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SymPatHETIC Nervous TROUBLE FROM THE PRESENCE OF A 
TENIA.—T wo cases, mentioned by Dr. Maurin, (in Sud Medical 
No. 5, 1870, and Lyon Medical, April 24, 1870.) are interesting 
in this, that they might have given rise to a diagnosis of troubles 
of the nervous centres. 

The first patient was a clerk, aged forty-two, who, for fourreen 
months, had experienced more and more serious illness. At first 
he suffered from dull pains in the epigastrium ; these pains, after 
awhile, took on the character of an intense gastralgia with inex- 
plicable remissions and exacerbations. 

A few months afterward he had some vertigo complicating the 
gastric pain. Finally, for eighteen months past, the gastralgia 
has seilded, but has been followed by a continued sensation of 
vertigo, a fixed pain in the nape of the neck and between the 
shoulders ; sensation of falling forward when the patient walks up 
or down any incline; sensation of a soft body, like a cushion un- 
der the feet during the walk; fear of an_imminent death; sudden 
inclination to commit suicide. 

The second patient was a physician who experienced all the 
symptoms of a cerebral congestion; cephalgia, troubles of the in- 
tellect, incomplete amnesia, impediment of speech; the patient 
being gouty had fear of a metastasis; but afew articulations of 
tenia having been passed, the diagnosis was made, and, as in the 
preceding case, a dose of kousso, by producing the expulsion of a 
tenia, caused at the same time all his symptoms to disappear.— 
New York Medical Journal. 


For Corneitis.—The following formula (Dr. Geo. Lawson’s) 
has given excellent results, 
R—Hydrarg Protviodid, . : fee 
Atropiz Sulphatis, . pordy a te | 
Plasme Amyli, . dr. iv.—M. 
S.—Apply with probe to wee’ lid once a — 


The compressive bandage should be used in all forms of corneal 
inflammation. 


Frozen Beer-Essence.—Dr. H. B. Hare, states (Phila. Med. 
Times, Oct. 16, 1871,) that in a case of scarlet fever in a child, 
the patient could not be induced to swallow the beef-tea which his 
condition required. As he took ice with avidity, the father sug- 
gested that if the beef-tea were frozen he might then be induced 
to take it in that form. The suggestion was carried out, and the 
child took the frozen beef tea readily. This expedient. may in 
many cases be advantageously resorted to. 
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BromipE or Sopium.—Dr. Meredith Clymer, (Medical World) 
remarks: “ For some time past, 1 have habitually used the bro- 
mide of sodium in all disorders of the nervous system where be- 
fore I prescribed the bromide of potassium, and, so far as my own 
experience goes, speak positively to this point. I have given it 
in a number of cases of epilepsy continuously for months without 
any of the unpleasant symptoms which so constantly follow the 
prolonged administration of the potassium salt, excepting the 
eruption, and with the best results in mitigating or suspending the 
paroxysms. Dr. Decaisne has given the bromide of sodium for a 
year without its producing the systemic saturation so frequent 
during the long and continuous exhibition of the bromide of pot- 
assium. 

The taste of the bromide of sodium is much less unple*sant than 
that of the bromide of potassium, being very like common salt, 
and it may be used to replace the latter, mixed with the food, as 
with bread and butter, eggs, in milk, etc. Hence it is of more 
easy administration than the bromide of potassium, to the taste of 
which some persons have invincible repugnance, and increasing 
with its use. 

The doses of bromide of sodium are about the same as those of 
bromide of potassium. In epilepsy, I usually give 20 grains three 
times daily, and have rarely gone above that amount. It some- 
times seems to cause or encourage constipation. 


Skin Disgases.—When burning pain is complained of the fol- 
lowing will be found to be excellent : 
R—Starch, ‘ ‘ ; ott Rs vi, 
Ox. Zine, . ‘ ° dr. iij, 
Cuchineal, . » > gr. j, 
Powdered Camphor, , dr. 8s. 
Mix thoroughly. 


Or the following soothidg ointment: 
R—Subnit. Bismuth, " ; ar. a, 
Reet. Spt', . ; é : dr. 8s, 
Siwple Ointment, . ‘ dr. vj, 
Oil of Roses, . ; min. ss,—M. 
Or the following lotion: 
R—Sol. Subacetat Lead, ; , dr. i, 
Glycerine, . . ‘ ‘ . ar. iv, 
Distilled Water, . é , . oz. vi.—M. 


TURPENTINE IN Rinc-worm.—Von Erlach and Lucke recom- 
mend Spts. Turpentine brushed lightly over the surface, as a 
remedy in common ring-worm. 
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DETERIORATION OF MILK IN FuEDING-BottLes.—Prof. Gunning 
(Medical Times and Gazette, May 5, 1871), Amsterdam, writes, 
‘tT object to the infants’ feeding bottles in all instances where any 
part of them is composed of caoutchouc or india-rubber, or any like 
material. There is nothing so ill suited to the constitution of the 
human body as the material in question. When, in consequence 
of suction, the pores'f the caoutchouc are enlarged, some portion of 
the milk always remains behind in them, which cannot. or at least 
cannot without great difficulty, be removed. This milk quickly 
becomes bad, and spoils the fresh milk with which it comes in 
contact. The caoutchoue material in question is made up of sev- 
eral ingredients. White zinc, or white lead, is very. commonly 
employed, which is very poisonous. My objections are not founded 
exclusively upon @ prior? conclusions. In this country many fatal 
cases have happened among infants, which on solid grounds may 
be ascribed to the use of these bottles.’’—Cincinnati Med. Rep. 


THERAPEUTICAL INCOMPATIBILITY OF QUININE AND VERATRUM 
Viripe.—Dr. Bradley, of St. Mary’s, Ohio, reports that when a 
patient is under the influence of Verat. V., it is highly dangerous 
to administer quinine. The effects are alarming ; immediate sink- 


ing of the pulse, which in some cases reaches collapse.—Cincin- 
nati Laneet and Observer. 


Tue SuLpHo-CaRBOLATES AS GYNECOLOGICAL AGENTS.—Dr. 
Mack had found a special advantage from the sulpho-carbolate of 
zinc. In cases of ulceration or erosion of the os and cervix, he 
had employed it by irrigation, in the proportion of half a drachm 
of the salt tothe pint of tepid water. As an intra uterine appli- 
cation, he had applied it both by injection and with a mop. and 
had found it to relieve septiceemia, whether used before or after the 
removal of decomposing matters from within the cavity of the 
uterus. It was also beneficial in chronic vaginitis, attended with 
fetid discharge ; being used in solution with glycerine, in doses of 
ten grains at atime, applied by the tampon.—Jour. Gynecologi- 
eal Society of Boston—Proceedings of. 


Navsrous Meptcines.—Dr. Bixby suggests, with reference to 
the administration cf food or nauseous medicines to patients whose 
stomach was unusually irritable, as in so many gynecological 
cases, that it was often of use to precede them by the administra- 
tion of asingle peppermint. He had first noticed the effect by an 
experiment upon himself. He had found that he could thus smoke 
tobacco for a longer period without being nauseated.—Z bid. 
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Hypertropuy oF Os Utert Treated By Puncture.—Dr. Joh 
Scott, says: ‘I at first used a blade which was much too narrow 
to enable me to deplete the organ effectually, but I afterward 
changed it for the one which I now show you, and which resem- 
bles a bleeding-lancet, but is only half the breadth, has a well-tem- 
pered point, and a fine-cutting edge. Iam fully aware that in 
puncturing the cervix with a lancet, for the purpose of reducing 
engorgement by local depk tion, I can lay no claim to originality, 
for it has been done by several before me; but what Ido lay 
claim to is the carrying out this treatment persistently and consec- 
utively, and with results for which | was totally unprepared by 
previous reading or experience, and which I have since ver'fied to 
a degree which leaves on my mind no doubt whatever, of the ex- 
ceeding value of the treatment. From the first the benefit bas 
been most marked, both locally and generally, and my two col- 
leagues in the Woman’s Hospital can bear testimony to the truth 
of my statements. The diminution of engorg: ment, the absorp- 
tion of hypertrophied tissue, and the healing of evosions, with re- 
lief to local pains and the improvement of the general health, are 
so marked as to be indubitable; and if steadily and judiciously 
persisted in, complete and perfect recovery is the almost certain 
result. But the greatest triumph which the treatment has achieved 
in my hands has been the removal of flexions which had hitherto 
baffled all my efforts, and with them the absorption of adhesions 
which had existed for years, and which had firmly tied down the 
uterus in its false position. The depth of the puncture is a matter 
of the highest importance ; for if too deep it will not only cause 
pain, but will absolutely increase the mischief it is intended to 
remedy; while if too shallow, the mucous membrane and capilla- 
ries on'y are divided, and the beneficial effects are but transitory. 
One-sixth of an inch is the utmost extent to which I penetrate, and 
in cases of flexion, I chiefly direct my attention to the posterior 
or anterior lip of the cervix, as it happens to be a retroversion or 
an anteversion. Having punctured, | apply, by the sponge-holder. 
warm sponges, to increase the bleeding, and if the Jatter should 
continue |onger than is desired, it can be easily controlled by a 
little prolonged pressure of the sponge to the bleeding point, sub- 
sequently brushing it with a little solution of perchloride of iron 
and glycerine. The punctures are made every four or five days, 
as the state of the organ may demand, beginning about the third 
day after the cessation of the catamenia, and ending about three 
or four days before its commencement. I do not mean to say that 
puncture constitutes the sole treatment in all the cases I have al- 
luded to, but it constitutes the main treatment, and for its entire 
safety and its. great efficiency, I can honestly vouch.’, 
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Dyspxpsta—ConstIpATIon.—Dr. T. Curtis Smith, (Cincinnati 
Lancet and Observer,) regards Nitro-Muriatic Acid of great value 
in these diseases. He says: “I have been in the habit of pre- 
paring or prescribing the following solution: R.—Aeid, Nitro- 
muriatic, dr. i.; Aque Pure, oz. iv., or instead of water, simple 
syrup or cinnamon water. Of this, a tea-spoonful, just before 
commencing to eat, in a half glass of water. If taken even a few 
minutes before eating, or after it, the mouth should be rinsed with 
a weak alkaline solution, generally a weak solution of bicarb. soda, 
which article is nearly always immediately at hand, fur biking 
purposes, and can be prepared ad libitum. 

In most eases it is best to precede the use of this remedy by a 
mild cathartic, as the pil. rhei. comp., or # few grains of colocynth 
comp. ext., with an aromatic. Where there is a heavv yellow 
coating on the tongue, the pil. cath. comp. is best (of course bar- 
ring acidity, which should always be.removed before the adininis- 
tration of mercurials); but where these are used, the acid should 
be deferred one or two days to prevent ptyalism, which is always 
an unpleasant complication. 

In addition to the diseases above mentioned for which this rem- 
edy is recommended, there are many cutanevus affections in which, 
as an alterative, it is highly beneficial. 


Gieet.—Dr. A. R. Finck, treats this disease as follows: “T. 
McL., had gleet for four years, which resisted the prescriptions of 
many physicians. I anointed a medium sized bougie with ung. 
hyd. mit., (lard and mercurial ointment—half and half,) and pushed 
it down his urethra to the bulb, It was left zn situ eight or ten 
minutes, and rotated about a-half dozen times to rid it of the oint- 
ment, and stir wp the old sore. A moderate inflammation and in- 
creased flow was developed, which was treated by rest and « saline 
laxative only, and the complaint disappeared. This treatment 
was instituted early in the summer. The patient was a journey- 
man bricklayer, who left my neighborhood when the season’s work 
was over, up to which time he had no more “ show.”’ 


Ioprnz In Vomitine.—Dr. Caspari, of Horn, has for the last 
twenty-five years successfully prescribed the tincture of iodine in 
cases of obstinate vomiting, where nothing else relieved the 
patient. : 


Iopipz oF Starcn Povuttics, ror SLoveHine Sorgs, Eetc.— 
Take two ounces ‘of starch and mix with six ounces of boiling 
water to form a jelly, then add, before cold, half an ounce of tinc- 
ture of iodine. The poultice is now ready for use. ol 
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INFANTILE Remitrent Fever.—Dr. Wilks said the whole sub- 
ject. of the so-called ‘infantile remittent of children” required re- 
investigation ; it was clear that much of the disease was typhoid, 
and then, of course, the ordinary treatment was adopted; when 
the disease was due to stomach or bowel disturbance, and was 
more distinctly what had been styled gastric fever, then medic:nes 
to improve the condition of the alimentary canal were necessary, 
and for this pnrpose the various aperient powders in the Pharma- 
copeia were very useful. At the Royal Infirmary for Children, 
where a routine practice is necessary, Dr. Wilks gave the pulvis 
rhei salinus (rhubarb and sulphate of potash) once or twice a day, 
for a few dosex, and then some quinine. This compound was in- 
vented by Dr. Fordyce, physician to St. Thomus’ Hospital, who 
himself thus spoke of its merits: ‘* Had I been more ambitious of 
dying a rich man, than of living a useful member of society, the 
powers of our anti-hectic powder of curing, as if by miracle, the 
hectic fever and the swelled bellies of children in this town, would 
have remained a secret while I lived.”’ 


Uterine CaTarRru.—Dr. T. Parvin, Louisville, Ky., uses the 
following formula : 
R—Carbolic Acid, ‘ ‘ ‘ P dr. vi. 
Glycerine and water,aa ‘ dr. i—M. 
Applications may be repeated in from four to seven days. 


TINCTURE OF VERATRUM IN PNEUMONIA OF CHILDREN.—Dr. 
Jacobi, in a clinical lecture before the New York Medical Journal 
Association, says: In the acute pneumonia of a baby, I would 
give a drop of the tincture every hour; toa child four or five 
years old, perhaps two drops every hour. If the attendant is in- 
telligent enough to count the pulse, I say bring down this pulse to 
one tah ie and ten or one hundred, but not lower ;. because when 
the pulse falls lower, the drug is apt to cause vomiting and tempo- 
rary collapse. To obviate local irritation of the pharyngeal or 
. mucous membranes, I give the tincture in barley-water. 

his drug has no cumulative effect like that of digitalis. It will 
bear combination with quinine, and I think this is an important 
point. I often combine quinine with veratrum or digitalis where 
I want to get, not a speedy, but a continued effect upon the pulse, 
especially in the pneumonia of a debilitated child, where you are 
in doubt about stimulating to any great extent; where you do 
not know whether you ought to commence with benzoic acid, cam- 
phor, etc., you will control the pulse better with quinine and ver- 
atrum than with the latter alone. I ought to add that, in most 
cases, it is advisable to combine opium or hyosciamus with verat- 
rum to obviate local gastric irritation.—Wew York Med. Record, 
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MALIGNANT SMALL-Pox TREATED WITH SULPUR FUMIGATIONS, 
AND SULPHUROUS AcID INTERNALLY.—F’. Hjaltelin, M. D., Chief 
Physician of I eland, Rekjavik, says: Every summer, and even 
ear.y in the spring, Iceland is generally surrounded by many hun- 
dred French fishing-vessels, which, to tell the truth, are never 
welcomed by the Icelanders ; this spring, these vesseles were still 
more dreaded than ever, because accounts had been received of a 
malignant small-pox, raging over the unhappy French country. 

In the beginning of April last, several French vessels came 
into the harbor of Rekjavik, and in some of these a third part of 
the crew had been seized by the small-pox, and some had died. 
A quarantine was at once erected in the neighborhood of our town, 
and as the chief physician of this island, I had to treat the sick 
sailors, and see that the quarantine regulations were strictly fol- 
lowed. Many of the patients brought into the quarantine had the 
confluent small pox, and were in great danger. I treated them 
all in the same manner, viz: on the plan of disinfection, advo- 
cated by me a long time ago. Sulphur fumigations were used in 
the sick room, and a mixture of sulphurous acid in water was 
given internally. The result has been most satisfactory, and I 
shall give a full account of the cases treated, in Dr. Dobell’s 
Reports this year. As no cases of small-pox have, after the lapse 
of thirty days, occurred among the Icelandic population, either in 
the town or its neighborhood, I entertain the hope that the 
disease may be looked upon as stamped out by the aforesaid pre- 
cautions. The people have been vaccinated and re-vaccinated, as 
a matter of course, and this may serve to protect the Icelandic 
population from this dreadful malady.—Boston Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal. 


TREATMENT OF CAPILLARY BRONCHITIS IN CHIDDREN BY 
Warm Vapor.—Prof. Abelin, in the earlier period of practice, 
adopted antiphlogistic treatment, and rarnly saw a child recever. 
a he prescribed tonics and stimulants (quinine, musk, 
camphor and turpentine), with better results; but all these reme- 
dies were far surpassed in value by the mode of treatment long 
employed in his hospital, by the respiration of warm vapor, or 
rather of placing the patient in a hot-air bath. The children were 
placed in a properly constructed small chamber, in which was a 
vessel of water that was kept boiling day and night. Here the 
patient was retained for days and even for weeks, until complete 
recovery, which, however, usually soon took place. The result of 
comparison with other modes of treatment was most satisfactory. 
The percentage of death, which in 1864, amounted to 48, dimin- 
ished in 1848 to 18. M. Abelin has also found great benefit from 
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breathing the vapor of hot water in pneumonia. Lobular pneumo- 
nia may likewise be thus treated, and here, in addition, turpentine 
embrocations and cataplasms are to be supplied. In lobular pneu- 
monia M. Abelin first gives calomel, or if diarrhoet be present, 
small doses of calomel with opium or morphia, inf. ipecacuanhee, 
with vin. livuiritiz, thebaicum, and syrup-scillz, and as soon as 
the symptoms give way a turpentine emulsion interually and fly 
blisters externally.—Journal fur Kinderkrankheiten. 


UnwHo.rsomME CanpiEs.—Hermann Endemann, Ph. D., Assis- 
tant Chemist to the Health Department of New York, has recently 
examined a great variety of candies, collected from various dealers 
by Drs. Leo and Prankell, Assistant Sanitary Inspectors : 


INORGANIC ADULTERATIONS were detected in only two cases, in 
both cases in lozenges, to the extent of 3 and 6 per cent. In one 
establishment visited a white powder was obtained, which proved 
to be gypsum, sulphate of lime. 


Cotoring Matrers.—Reds were either carmine or aniline red, 
both harmless. 

Blues were either ultermarine or Prussian blue, both harmless. 

Yellows were either saffron, chromate of lime, chromate of 
baryta, chromate of lead, gamboge, or yellow vegetable colors 
precipitated by alum and chalk. 

Of ten samples examined, five were colored with chromate of 
lead, and one with gamboge, both of which are poisonou:. 

Greens were found to be harmless. 


- Fiavors.—Oil of peppermint is often adulterated with oil of 
turpentine. The other flavors are generally artificial ethers, as, 
for example, butyric ether. Many of these are considered in- 
jurious. 


SuBstiturgs FoR Su@aR AND GuM-ARaBic.—Glucose, starch- 
sugar, is common in some kinds of candy. Starch’ is extensively 
used as a substitute for the more expensive gum-arabic. Both of 
these substances are harmless. 


In conclusion, the public is cautioned against highly colored 
yellow, orange and green candies, and against highly-flavored 
candies.— American Chemist. 


Utcerared Sors-Taroat.—Dr. Sansom uses the sulpho-car- 
bolate of Sodium with great success, rapidly — his patients. 
He gives half drachm dvses. 
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Metnop oF Prometty Renievine FacraL AnD Deytat Nev- 
RALGIA.—This method consists in turning into the meatus audito- 
rius from four to ten drops (according to the age and sensibility 
of the patient) of the following fluid; then to close the opening of 
the ear by means of a little cotton, and to cause the patient to hold 
the head inclined for some minutes to the side opposite to the seat 
of the pain so that the liquid may remain in the bottom of the ear. 
This preparation is thus made : 


R.—Ext. Opii, i] 
Ext. Belladonna. re lise parts j. 
Ext. Stramonia, J 
Aq. Pruni Virg.  . parts xij. 
Solve et cola. 


Although this preparation may be only extemporaneous, it may 
nevertheless, be preserved, if care is taken to keep it cool, by pour- 
ing on its surface from two to four drops of sweet almond oil. 

It is very rare, with the use of this liquid, that relief is not ob- 
tained in a few minutes, and the patient asleep in half an hour, 
whatever may have been the severity of the pains, and that with- 
out having been in the least danger. Absortion takes place al- 
most as rapidly a: from a denuded surface, and it is, therefore un- 
necessary to blister the patient when we wish to use narcotics, 
since they act almost as rapidly by the auditory passage. 

If it should happen that at the end of eight or ten minutes, the 
pain does not yield to the remedy (which sometimes happens when 
the quantity used has been too small, or when we have to treat a 
neuralgia which has already required the use of narcotics in any 
way) it is necessary to use a second dose, at least equal to the 
first, but in the opposite case, in order. to obtain promptly, that 
relief which is only too frequently momentary of facial neuralgias 
of long standing. 


Aconite To CnILpREN.—Dr. W. M. Chamberlain, (Medical 
Record), regards the tincture of aconite a valuable cardiac, and 
arterial sedative, also a diaphoretic, in the febrile complaints of 
children ; he gives one-half and one drop doses of the officinal tinc- 
ture, largely diluted in water, and repeated once in two or three 
hours. The views of Jacubi upon camphor, quinine, and ergot, 
that they -act as sedatives by their effect upon the vaso-motor 
nerves, has interested him; but the effect of the latter agent he 
considers analogous to sulphuric acid, which has quite a reputation 
as an anti-febrile remedy. He is not aware that it either reduces 
the power or frequency of the pulse, or lowers the temperature of 
the body. 

3 
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To ExpeLtt Foreian Bopizs From THE Larynx.—Dr. Hans- 
ford, of Illinois, says he has expelled watermelon seeds, a grain 
of corn, a glass bead, a pin, from the larynx, by directing the pa- 
tient to lie upon a bench, face downward, with head projecting 
over the edge, and to take a deep inspiration. He then, while the 
Jungs are filled with air, gives a smart blow between the shoulders 
with a pillow made hard by compression. 


TREATMENT OF HEMORRHAGE FROM TEETH.—Dr. W. H. Waite, 
in the Canada Journal of Dental Science, recommends strongly, 
iin cases of troublesome hemorrhage following extraction of teeth, 
the use of a saturated solution of alum.. He packs the empty al- 
veoli with a compress of cotton saturated with the alum solution. 


ALTERATIVE AND ANTISPASMODIC MIXTURE (Tanner’s,).—Used 
in third stage of croup, in some cases of acute bronchitis and in 
some forms of pneumonia in children : 

R.—Potass.Iodidi, - - - = gr. Viij. 
Tr. Hyosciami, - -  gtt. xij. 
Tr. Assafeetide, - - -  f.dr.j. toiij 
Decoc. Senegee, - ad f. oz. iss. —M. 
‘$.—Tea-spoonful a dose to a child one or two years old. 


Hoorine-Coucn.—Dr. Curry, (Baltimore Medical Journal,) 
says: “The rational treatment that I adopt in this disease is out- 
door exercise in good weather, mineral tonics, sponging the chest 
daily with cold water, easily digested food, attention to the se- 
cretory system, avoidance of all mental emotions, and chloral hy- 
drate to allay nervous irritability, or, if the practitioner prefer, 
let him employ the bromides, belladonna or hydrocyanic acid. In 
the third or declining stage I give tonics and guard against sud- 
den changes of the atmosphere. The natural tendency in this dis- 
ease is to recovery. It is only those cases that run into one of 
its complications that swell the mortality list. 


CuLoraL TO Inrants.—Dr. ii. P. Farnham, (Medical Record) 
says: Asa hypnotic, he has given the hydrate of chloral in one 
and a half grain doses to children six months old. He stated that 
although more palateable when given in combination with a syrup, 
yet it was prone to decomposition, to prevent which he usually ad- 
ded a few drops of chloroform to the mixture. 


DiprHertA.—Dr. Sansom gives 10 grain doses of sulpho-car- 
bolate of sodium every 4 hours, with satisfactory results, in dip- 


theria. 
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Bioopy Discuarces Arrek Micrurition.—Dr. Beltzell (Balti- 
more Medical Journal) says that he has used the Bethesda water 
in cases of kidney diseases very satisfactorily, that he tried it in 
these cases with dr. i. fluid extract matico to a pint of the water, 
and had gratifying results. He was at a loss to know the cause 
of these cases, for the urine, although excessive, was normal in its 
consistence. The books did not satify him on the subject. 


Hoopine-Coven ABorteD.--Dr. BettzeLL (Bal. Med. Jour.) 
says, that he has found that vaccination often appeared to abort 
pertussis. 


Diesetes.—Dr. J. Y. Shearer reports (Med. and Sur. Repor- 
ter) a case of diabetes which he treated as follows: 
R.—Tannic Acid, ‘ ‘ ; ‘ grs. X. 
Opii Pulv., ‘ ; ° ‘ . gr. 8s. 
Three times per day—tinct. ergot dr. i., before each meal. By 
a week, under this treatment, the urine voided at night was re- 
duced to one gallon. The next week, the tannic acid was in- 
creased by five grains, the opium by half a grain, and the tinct. 
ergot by one drachm. During the next week, the quantity of 
urine was reduced one-half. Again the tannic acid was increased 
five grains, and the tinct. ergot one drachm, the opium remaining 
the same. Condition of patient was much improved. Next week 
the tannic acid was increased to twenty-five grains, the opium and 
ergot remaining as before. Though the patient progressed favor- 
ably for the next week, the doctor thought he had not obtained 
the full effect of the medicine, so he increased the tannic acid to 
thirty grains, opium remaining the same, and tinct. ergot four 
drachms. This treatment continued for a month in full doses, and 


for a month in diminished doses, left the patient perfectly restored. 
RHEUMATIC OPHTHALMIA (Dr.— Power’s Formula) : 
R.—Tr. Aconiti rad.. 4 , . Min. xxiv. 
Tr. Colchici, : i f. dr. ijss. 
Aque Camphor, - . . f. oz. iv.—M. 
S.—A table-spoonful 3 or 4 times a day. 


IRRITABILITY OF StomMacu.—Dr. Hartman related (Baltimore 
Medical Journal,) a case of Bright’s disease, associated with great 
irritability of stomach, which acknowled no control until the whey 
of cream of tartar was used. This remedy was retained without 
difficulty, and six hours after its administration oz, viii. of urine 
were passed, and 24 hours 4 gallon. In ten days he was dis- 
charged well, and has continued so since, 
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TREATMENT OF CHOLERA InFANTUM.—Dr. Hubbard in the Med- 
ical and Surgical Reporter, highly recommends sub-nitrate of bis- 
muth and tannic acid in the treatment of cholera infantum. He says 
that under the old treatment detailed in the books, he lost most of 
his cases, but with the above, and paregoric to allay pain, he has 
not lost one of out fifty. The dose was varied to meet particular 
indications, but the general plan was the same in all the cases.— 
Detroit Review of Medicine. 


Cop-LIveR Oi AND ARSENIC. 
R.—Olei Jeoris Aselli, f. oz. ii 
Vitelli Ovi, - - Noi 
Liq. Arsenicalis, - Min. xliv 
Syrupi, = - . - = f. dr. ii 
Aquve Font., - - - q.s.ad f. cz. iv 
S.—Tea-spoonful 3 times a day, after meals.—Hrasmus Wilson. 


Apnasta.—Dr. James H. Curry relates (Balt. Med. Jour.) a 
cease of “aphasia,” in which there was perversion of language, ina- 
bility to speak correctly, and stammering. There had been neither 
apoplexy or paralysis—no apparent lesion. He gave half dr. 


doses bromide potassium every fourth hour. Next morning she 
had control of her voice. In the evening, when he visited her, 
she seemed forgetful of the occurrences of the day—forgot that he . 
had seen her in the morning. She had had a slight pain on the 
left of the head previous to this affliction coming on. On the third 
day she was to all appearance cured. 


Cold Water as an Oxytocic.—Dr. 8. H. Garvin, (Am. Jour. of 
the Med. Sciences,) esteems cold water one of our most efficient 
remedies, when externally applied, in inducing contractility of the 
uterus. He says: 

‘‘ After having made water thoroughly cold by putting sufficient 
ice in it, a cloth (nothing better than a large coarse towel) 
should be dipped in it, and then wrung or squeezed between the 
hands, until only sufficient water remains to wet the part to which 
it is to be applied, without running down around the patient ; this 
should be quickly placed upon the abdomen, so that as much of 
the cold will be retained as possible ; the cloth should be changed 
just as soon as it begins to become warm, from ten to fifteen min- 
utes being generally sufficiently long to restore the pains to natu- 
ral power and frequency. Thus applied, cold water, I believe, 
will excite, by reflex action, the uterus to contraction in any case, 
providing the nerve force be not so far expended as to fail to re- 
spond to the excitation of a uterine motor stimulant. 
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INUNCTION IN DISEASES OF CHILDREN.—Dr. W. M. Chamber- 
lain (Medical Record) speaks of Inunction as being a very old 
remedy, and pretty generally approved by the profession; he 
generally used fresh lard. The modus operandi of this form of 
treatment was not very apparent to him; the only rational solu- 
tion seemed to be the protection that it afforded to the cutaneous 
nerves from the air. Opium he seldom uses in the febrile state of 
children, except occasionally in the form of Dover’s powders. In 
peritonitis, pleuritis, or pericarditis, where the leading indications 
were to restrain motion of the serous surfaces upon each other; 
also in dysentery and muco-enteritis, its use has been followed 
with the best results. As an anodyne in the fever dependent 
upon local pain, and as an anti-spasmodic to the non-straited 
muscles, no remedy could compare with it. But its use in children 
is hazardous, and it should be prescribed with great care. 


Kor INFANTILE EczEMA. 
R.—Vini Ferri, 
Syrup Tolutani, - aa. f. oz. ss 
Liq. Arsenicalis, - min. xii * 


Aque Anethi, o> » woe f. oz. i.i—M 


§,—Tea. spoonful to child 2 years old, 3 times a cay, after 
meals. This is almost a specific.—Hrasmus Wilson. 


Hort Water IN Hemorruace.—Dr. C. Prince spoke, (Medi- 
cal Record), of the effect of hot water in arresting hemorrhage, 
and mentioned a case of cancer of the uterus, from which the 
hemorrhage was very troutlesome. Astringents and sedatives 
were used without benefit. The patient fell into the hands of 
another medical man, who applied hot water locally, with the effect 
of promptly checking the hemorrhage. 


Casrs OF PALPITATION OF THE Hrart.—Dr. Warren Stone, of 
New Orleans, (Medical Record), reports two cases thus: 


I was called toa gentleman, five years ago, who was in an 
extreme condition. He was dyspeptic and subject to palpitation. 
He said he had spent Sunday out of town with some friends, ate 
rather freely, and was afterwards subjected to severe excitement, 
which brought on agitation of the heart, and he was_ barely able 
to reach home. When I saw him his heart was acting with great 
irregularity, the circulation very much obstructed, and grew worse 
in spite of all I did. Ie became cyanosed, his urine was sup- 
pressed, and he expectorated specks of blood. He was ordered an 
ounce of the tincture of digitalis, with half a drachm of satura- 
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ted tincture of veratrum, to be taken in doses of a teaspoonful. 
The effect of this was watched, and in a little more than twenty- 
four hours, he took the whole, the heart was acting naturally, and 
all the functions were established. On careful examination no 
organic disease could be detected. Ido not give so large doses 
usually, but the case was extreme, and the engorged state of the 
organs did not admit of ready or free absorption, and the case 
being under constant observation, the medicine was continued, as 
no ill effect was produced when the circulation was established. 
This gentleman is alive yet, and is now traveling in Europe, and 
as I have heard, with great benefit to his general health. 

Mr. H., a stout and rather plethoric man of sixty-six, a pretty 
free liver, sent for me in the fall. I found him laboring under the 
symptoms of heart disease in the last stage. He was sitting in a 
chair, resting his head on a pillow placed on a table, his lower 
extremities were very much swollen, and he had some water in his 
abdomen. The heart was extremely irregular, but no murmur 
could be detected. His urine was scant and high colored. I 
ordered him small doses of calomel, and the tinct. of digitalis and 
veratrum, in doses of twelve minims of digitalis to three of ver- 
atrum, three or four times a day. This quieted the heart very 
much, and the calomel soon began to increase the flow of urine, 
when it was assisted by the camp. powder of jalap, as often as his 
condition would bear. Under this course the dropsy disappeared, 
the heart beeame pretty regular and soon gained his strength and 
feit as well as he had for some years. He told me that he had been 
subject to the irregularity of the heart for many years, but he 
was a vigorous man; and although he occasionally had temporary 
dyspepsia, his food was appropriated well, and the muscles of his 
heart did not degenerate, and dilatation was scarcely perceptible. 
The next year he was elected to Congress, and as his politics did 
not please the party in power, his seat was contested. He spent 
an exciting winter in Washington, and he returned in a worse con- 
dition than he was before. I thought he must die, but I put him 
on the same course of treatment, with a little addition to the quan- 
tity of digitalis and veratrum, and he recovered'slowly. I kept 
him under observation for some time, regulated his diet, exerciser 
etc., and kept him under the use of the digitalis and veratrum for 
some time. He went into business, and was able to exercise freely. 
T had not seen him for a year or more, when he called on me to 
know whether he might not resume his medicine again, as his 
heart began to be unruly, as he termed it. 


EpitHELIMA Removep BY Bromine.—Dr. Wynn Williams 
showed to the Obstetrical Society of London, “a patient, nearly 
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the whole of whose lower lip had been removed for epithelioma 
eighteen months previously. The disease shortly appearing in the 
cicatrix, the growth was successfully treated by two injections of 
bromine, twenty drops toa drachm of spirit. There was no 
appearance of disease at present.’”’—Lancet. 


A Case or Caucunus Nepuritis.—Dr. Wm. M. Champers, of 
Effingham, Illinois, (Chicago Medical Examiner), reported a case 
of calculus nephritis, in which recovery followed the subjoined 
treatment : 

Externally, a blister; internally, with the following mixture : 

R—Potass. Acetatis, ’ ‘ ‘ 02. 88, 
Vini Colchici, ‘ i . . 02. 88, 
Spts. nitrosidulcis, . . . 02. ij, 
Tinct. Opii. Camph., » ee, 
Fl. Ex. Belladonna, . ‘ ; dr. j, 
Aq. Cinnamoni,  . , . 02, 8s.—M. 
Sig.—One teaspoonful every three hours. 


A calculus of phosphate of lime, weighing five grains, passed 
the urethra the day following. 


Essence of Turpentine in Parasitic Diseases of the Head.—Dr. 
Erlach, of Berne, remarks that in order to destroy parasites, 
which are the cause uf several diseases of the hairy scalp, Kiich- 
enmeister recommended the application of alcohol, which retards 
the development of spores and mushrooms. Experience has shown, 
however, that the action of alcohol does not extend to the fungi 
that are found in the hair follicles. Tincture of iodine acts bet- 
ter than alcohol; nevertheless the treatment by this remedy does 
not last more than three months, even in the most favorable cases. 
He has found, however, that the application of the essence of 
turpentine by means of a brush is more certain and rapid than all 
other methods of treatment. He believes he has thus cured a 
ease of herpes tonsurans in seven weeks; severai cases of menta- 
gra in a week.— Practitioner, from Giorn. Ital. delle Mal. Venere. 


PuERPERAL Convutsions.—Dr. L. G. Armstrong (North- 
western Medical and Surgical Journal), in a valuable essay read 
before the State Medical Society of Wisconsin, says: 

‘“‘T wish to add my mite to the praise of chloroform in cases 
where the woman ts anemic, and where the case had been thoroughly 
bled, and yet the symptoms of returning convulsions, kept up in 
my mind an uneasiness, fearing they would return. In such cases 
chloroform cannot be used amiss, and is the remedy par excellence. 





40 The Georgia Medical Companion. 


The Use of Earth as a Dressing in Severe Burns.—In severe 
burns of all degrees, Dr. Addinell Hewson (Medical Times), 
advises the use of earth, applied in the form of a dry powder or 
thick paste. He applies earth powder or paste to the affected 
surface; over this he places waxed blue paper, and confines all by 
the bandage. It is claimed that by this method the pain is greatly 
relieved, the discharge absorbed, fcetor diminished, and that the 
healing process is quickened. Reparation by scabbing is pro- 
moted, and the production of nodular cicatricial tissues prevented. 
—American Practitioner. 


APERIENT AND ALTERATIVE.—Useful in children suffering from 
dispepsia, with offensive breath, acid eructations, sour evacuations 
and constipations : 

R.—Sodez Bicarbonitis, grs. Xx 
Tr. Rhei, - f. drs. ij 
Infus. Columbe, 
Decoc. Taraxaci, - - aa. f. dr. vii.—M 


S.—Two tea-spoonfuls to be taken night and morning. Fora 
child one year old. 


Tue Uses or Acetic AcID IN AFFECTIONS OF THE CONJUNCTIVA 
AND CoxnzEa—By Dr. B. A. Pope, of New Orleans.—Dr. Pope 
employed acetic acid of specific gravity, 1,041 (No. 8), which he 
says is a mild escharotic when of this strength. With it he treated 
a rebellious case of warty degeneration of the palpebral conjunc- 
tiva, for which ordinary caustics and excision had very slowly 
effected a cure, but could not preserve against relapse. The 
second attack was cured by the acid in less time, and finally, it 
was applied by a very fine camel’s-hair brush once every day, and 
only to the spots to be destroyed. Other cases thus treated were 
the relaxed and hypertrophied state of the conjunctiva in the 
cul-de-sac following chronic conjunctivitis—some cases of tracho- 
ma in the stage of development, as an occasional application, and 
strictly confined to the granulations—an inflamed pinguecula, 
which the patient refused to have excised—hypertrophy of the 
caruncle and semilumar fold in pterygium—in two cases of calea- 
reous degeneration of the epithelial layer of the cornea some- 
times combined with excision—in a case of dense opacity of the 
cornea, the result of partial sloughing after ophthalmia neonato- 
rum. When put upon the cornea, the acid will cause an ulcer 
after two or three applications, and care must be taken not to let 
this process make unmanageable progress—with such vigilance 
the new tissue which repairs the ulcer was found to have a grati 
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fying degree of transparency. It needs to be repeated a number 
of times to attain the best result, and is a remedy which only a 
skillful hand should apply, and an experienced eye watch, but 
doubtless it may do good service in some intractable cases, as 
enumerated. 


TREATMENT OF PUERPERAL EcLamMpsia.—Dr. Henry Jewett, 
Canandaigua, New York, (Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal), 
says: 

If puerperal eclampsia is the result of ureemia, or any other 
poison acting upon the excitomotory spinal nerves, as the result 
of non-elimination during the period of gestation, we are, in the 
treatment of this disease, to address our remedies to the casting off 
of this poison by the use of drastic cathartics, as the only chan- 
nel available in the exigencies of the case; and in no case under 
his observation, when it has been faithfully carried out, has it 
failed to produce satisfactory results. 

This corroborates the views of Dr. Bouchelle, already given in 


this number.—Ebs. 


Perchloride of Iron and Manganese in Necrosis, Fistulous 
Sinuses and Hydrocele-—Professor Marcacci, in an essay on this 
subject in an Italian Medical Publication, arrives at the following 
conclusions : 

1. Perchloride of iron and manganese, injected into fistulous 
sinuses, destroys the pyogenic membrane, modifies the state of the 
walls, and favors cicatrization. 

2. In necrosis, it acts on the confines of the living bone, stimu- 
lating its vessels, so that the detachment and separation of the 
dead bone are facilitated by the formation of new vessels in the 
living. 

3. In hydrocele, it soon modifies the inner surface of the tunica 
vaginalis, which becomes filled with plastic exudation, attended 
with more or less inflammation, according to the quantity and 
strength of the injection used. 

4. It is not necessary that the tunica vaginalis should be dis- 
tended by the injection; it is sufficient that the liquid be brought 
into contact with all parts of the membrane. 

5. Very little pain is produced by the contact of the solution, 
but it is not the less efficacious, 

6. A weak solution is sufficient, which should be kept in two 
minutes. 

7. In seven cases of hydrocele in which the injection was used, 
hard cedema followed, but was not a serious complication.—Brit- 
ish Medical Journal, from L’ Imparziale. 
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CarBoLtc AcID PREPARATIONS.—Solutton of Carbolie Acid for 
the Toilette—Crystalized carbolic acid, 10 parts; essence of mille- 
fleur, 1 part; tincture of quillaya saponaria, 50 parts; water, 1000 
parts. Mix. The saponine replaces soap with advantage. The 
above should be employed, diluted with ten times its bulk of water, 
for disinfecting the skin, for washing the hands after any risk of 
contagion or inoculation, etc.—Lemaire. 


Tincture of Saponine—As used in the foregoing preparation, is 
thus made: Bark of quillaya saponaria, 1 part; alcohol (90°), 4 
parts. Heat to ebullition, and filter.—Le Beuf. 


Carbolized Water for the Teeth—Water, 1000 parts; essence 
of meat, 2 parts; tincture of saponine, 50 parts; pure carbolic 
acid, 10 parts. Mix. A dessert-spoonful in a quarter of a tumbler- 
ful of water, serves as an excellent preparation for cleansing and 
preserving the teeth. 

Carbolized Ointment.—Purifled lard, 100 parts; carbolic acid, 
1 part. Mix. Considered of some service in skin affections ; but 
modified as it is by the fat, it can not replace the aqueous solu- 
tion of carbolic acid.—Lemaire. 

Carbolized Amylaccous Ointment.—Pure starch 8 parts; hot 
water, 20 parts. Mix in the ordinary way (the starch being made 
first into a paste with cold water, and then hot water added), to a 
stiff consistance; then add olive oil, 1 part; glycerine, 3 parts ; 
carbolic acid, 1 part, and thoroughly mix in a mortar. When cool, 
this is a soft jelly, which can easily be applied as ordinary oint- 
ment. It is much more efficacious than one the base of which is 
entirely fat, and it is an agreeably cool application, 

Carbolized Oil.—A. Crystalized carbolic acid, 1 part; boiled 
linseed cil, 4 parts. Dissolve.—Lister. 

Pure carbolic acid, 1 part; olive oil, 6 parts. Olive oil is bet- 
ter than linseed oil, as a vehicle, as the latter is more prone to oxi. 
dation.— Calvert 

Carbolized Putty.—Carbolized oil, about 6 tablespoonfuls ; com- 
mon whiting (chalk), sufficiont to make a firm paste.—Lister. 

Antiseptic Lead Plaster—Olive oil, 12 parts, (by measure) ; 
litharge (finely ground), 12 parts, (by weight); beeswax, 3 parts 
(by weight); crystalized carbolic acid, 2} parts (by weight). Heat 
half the olive oil over a slow fire ; then add the litharge gradually, 
stirring continually until the mass becomes thick, or a little stiff; 
then add the other half of the oil, stirring as before, till it 
becomes thick again. Then add the wax gradually till the liquid 
again thickens. Remove from the fire and add the acid, stirring 
briskly till thoroughly mixed. Cover up close, and set aside to 
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allow all the residual litharge tosettle; then pour of the fluid and 
spread upon calico to the proper thickness. The plaster made in 
this way can be spread by machine and kept rolled in stock, and 
if in a well-fitting tin canister, will retain its virtues for any 
length of time.—Lister. 


PRESCRIPTION FOR SOFTENING OF BONES IN CHILDREN: 
R,—Calcis Phosphatis, ° ‘ . dr. ij. 
Calcis Carbonitis, . ‘ , wie bs 

Sacch. Lactis, . ‘ , ‘ dr. iij.—M. 


S.—10 or 20 grains 2 or 3 times a day in sweetened milk. 


The Sesquichloride of Iron [Ferri Chloride, U. 8S. P.| as a 
Prophylactie in Acute Rheumatism.—Dr. Anstil (Practitioner) in 
speaking of the difficulty of managing such cases, says: 


“Very different have been the results of treatment since I 
adopted the use of full doses of sesquichloride of iron from the first 
moment of such cases presenting themselves. During the past 
twelve months I have done this fully. Whenever a patient has 
presented himself with articular pain and slight fever that were 
plainly of the rheumatic and not of the gouty type, he has been 
at once placed on thirty or forty minim doses of the tincture of 
sesquichloride, from three to six of which, according to the severity 
of the symptoms, have been given in each twenty-four hours. I 
several times called the attention of students to the fact that (un- 
like what used to happen) these cases now reappear in my out- 
patient room on my next hospital day; and in the great majority of 
instances declare themselves greatly relieved. Since July, 1870, 
Ihave treated twenty-nine such patients, of whom thirteen had 
previously had one or more regular attacks of rheumatic fever, 
for the symptoms now referred to, with the full doses of iron; 
and of these, seventeen have lost all pyrexia and spontaneous joint- 
pain within the three or four days elapsing before my next day at 
the hospital. Only three “have, under my own eyes, developed 
the full acute disease, and been sent into the ward. Of the re- 
maining nine, four disappeared altogether from my knowledge, so 
that I cannot say what became of them; the other five, though 
their symptoms were checked, remained in a state of what might 
be described as sub-acute rheumatism during from ten to twenty- 
two days. 

‘“‘T cannot help remarking with emphasis on the contradiction 
to old ideas which is involved in the effect of this iron treatment 
upon the furred tongue. Of course it becomes speedily blacked ; 
but so far from the furring increasing, or the dryness and foul 
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taste becoming more pronounced, what commonly happens is, that 
after a few days the epithelial coating falls off in considerable 
patches, and the tongue soon cleans altogether. I believe the 
prophylactic treatment of rheumatism by the sesquichloride to be 
one of the most valuable recent improvements in medicine.”’ 


Catechu and Opium as an Astringent in Gleet.—Dr. R. Locke 
Johnson extols for the cure of gleet an astringent composed of: 
Tinct. opii, - - - - dr. ij 
Tinct, Catechu, - dr. ss. 
Mist. Acacix, - oz. ij.—M. 
To be used twice daily. 
He relates one case in which the discharge ceased after the sec- 
ond application, and did not return.— Medical Press and Circular. 


Congentital Contraction of tre Vagina relieved by Gradual 
Dilitation by means of Gentian Root.—Dr. Robert Latour records 
(La Tribune Medicale, August 13, 1871) two cases of this. The 
first patient was nearly twenty years of age, and had been married 
seven years. Their husbands had, neither of them, ever had sat- 
isfactory connection with them. Dr. L. introduced into their va- 
ginas a cylinder of root of gentian two millimetres in diameter, 
and the following day withdrew it, replacing it with another of 
the size which the first had aquired by imbibition, and this was 
daily repeated until the vingina was dilated to its normal size. To 
the cylinders of gentian were attached tapes by which it was at- 
tached to the thighs and abdomen to prevent its displacement. 
Dr. L. directed his patient to preserve entire rest during the treat- 
ment. A cure was accomplished in eight days. The first patient 
became very soon pregnant,.and has since given birth to three 
children without any difficulty. The second patient had not, at 
the period of the report, yet become pregnant, but coition was ef- 
fected without any suffering —American Journal Med. Sciences. 


Vaginismus.—In an interesting article on this affection (Amer- 
ican Practitioner, Aug. 1871), Prof. 'I'. Parvin states that un- 
doubtedly the majority of cases of vaginismus can be cured with- 
out resorting to the knife. The removal of the cause is frequently 
sufficient in recent cases. The application of local sedatives may 
answer in others. Still others may be cured by dilatation, either 
gradual, as with glass bougies or gum elastic bags distended with 
air or water, or abrupt, as performed in a manner similar to that 
originally proposed by Recamier for spasmodic contraction of the 
sphincter ani. 





The Georgia Medical Companion. 45 


Compound Syrup of Assafetida.—Mr. J. J. Rambo, of New 
York, calls attention (American Journal of Pharmacy, September, 
1871) to a formula for this preparation, which, he says, he has 
been for a number of years in the habit of preparing, to obviate 
the objection felt by most patients to the disagreeable smell and 
taste of assafoetida, and which has prevented, to a great extent, 
the more general use of this valuable drug. ‘* The formula I find 
to answer the purpose effectually, at the same time its medicinal 
qualities are enhanced by combination with syrup of wild cherry, 
possesing the valuable therapeutic properties of both : 

R.—Infusi pruni Virginiane, = - - Qj. 
Assafetide,  - ‘ 02. j. 
Sacch. albi, -  - - OZ. XXxiv. 
Magnes. carb., . - - dr. ij. 


tub the assafcetida and magnesia with the infusion gradually 
added, so as to make a uniform mixture and filter; to this, trans- 
ferred to a bottle, add the sugar and agitate occasionally until it 
is dissolved. As a result we have a handsome syrup which does 
not differ in appearance from the syrup of wild cherry. 


Benzoating Ointments Extemporaneously.—C. F. Bolton (Am. 
Journal of Pharmacy) recommends the following: 


R.—Benzoin pulv. (select.), —- - 0Z. ij. 
Ether sulphuric, = - - 0%. iv. 
Ol. Ricini, ee oz. j. 


Introduce the benzoin into a eight ounce bottle, add the ether, 
macerate for twenty-four hours with frequent agitation, pass 
through a filter, to the filtrate add ol. ricini, and shake until dis- 
solved; then transfer to a shallow vessel in order to allow the 
ether to evaporate spontaneously ; lastly, when the ether has en- 
tirely disappeared, place in a wide-mouthed bottle ready for use. 

The result from the formula that I have given is of the consis- 
tency of a soft extract, one ounce of the extract fully represent- 
ing an ounce of the benzion in a state that is perfectly miscible 
with unctuous substances. I benzoated several ointments with 
this extract in the early part of last April, and allowed them the 
greater portion of the time to be exposed to the atmosphere, and 
when I examined them in the fall I could find none of them oxi- 
dized in the least, and in the case of ung. hydr. oxidi rubri, the 
bright orange color .was perfectly preserved. I also used it in 
several prescriptions, and it always gave perfect satisfaction I 
used it in the proportion of half drachm to the ounce of ointment ; 
it can also be used very advantageously in preparations for the 
hair, it being very soluble in alcohol, and perfectly miscible with 
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ol. ricini in combination with alcohol, but insoluble in the fixed 
and volatile oils in a free state. It is also freely soluble in chlo- 
roform. 


Benzoic* Acid Ointment for the Relief of Anal Fistula.—Dr. B. 
F. Gibbs (Medical Record,) earnestly recommends the use of the 
following ointment, by inunction, particularly in the incessible 
blind fistule, and remarks that there is an immediate feeling of 
relief upon its application : 

R.—Benzoic Acid, - — - grs. xl. 
Acetat. Morph., grs. vj. 
Simple Cerate, - dr. i. 
Glycerine, - . q. 8. to soften 
as required. 

S.—Use every night, by finger of patient, so that the ointment 
is made to cover the whole ulceration and enter, under pressure, 
the fistulous opening. 


Antiseptie Cere-Cloth.—Cloth or thin calico is saturated with 
cerate (made after the following formula), by simply drawing a 
portion through it while in a fluid state, or in pieces of any length 
and width, and rolling, by means of a machine, the calico over 
cylinders containing cold water, as fast as it has taken up the 
cerate. 

Strongest Cerate.—Calvert’s pure carbolic acid, liquified, 5 fluid 
ounces ; olive oil, (colored red with alkanuet root to distinguish 
the cerate), 1} fluid ounces; yellow wax, liquified, 1} fluid ounces ; 
paraffin, liquified, 6 fluidounces. Mix. 

Medium Strength.—Pure carbolic acid, 2 fluid ounces; olive 
oil, 23 fluid ounces; yellow wax, 2} fluid ounces; paraffin, 5 fluid 
ounces. Mix. 

Weakest.—Pure carbolic acid, 1} fluid oounce: olive oil, 1 fluid 
ounce and 6 drachms; white wax, 1 fluid ounce and 6 drachms; 
paraffin, 6 fluid ounces. Mix. 

Antiseptic Muslin Gauze.—Parafiin, 16 parts; resin, 4 parts; 
erystalized carbolic acid, 1 part Melt together. Cheap muslin 
gauze is dipped in the melted mass and well wrung or pressed 
while hot. A good substitute for oakum as an antiseptic covering 
for wounds, unirritating to the most sensitive skin, highly reten- 
tive of the acid, and almost destitute of odor. It should, when 
used, be folded in about 8 layers. It loses the paraffin and resin 
when washed in boiling water, so the same gauze may be used 
repeatedly.-—Journal of Pharmacy. 
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CuoLera InrFANTUM.—Tully’s powder (prepared chalk, liquo- 
rice powder and pulv. camphor, aa. grs. cc., morphia, grs. x; dose, 
one or two grains), has been highly recommended by some, but is 
better suited to cases where the stomach is not very irritable. 


Grey Powder, Soda and Magnesia.—(Tanner’s formula) : 
R.—Hydrarg Cum. Cretz, ; , ‘ gr. ij, 
Sodee Bicarbonitis, en dae. oe at le 
Magnesize Carbonitis,  . gy . gr. v.—M. 
S.—Make a powder to be taken every other night. An altera- 
tive and aperient for children where there is great acidity of the 
secretions. 


CuorEa.—Dr. J. Lewis Smith, in a valuable article (Medical 
Reporter) on chorea, in speaking of various methods of treatment, 
says, Radcliffe, who has had ample experience in the treatment of 
nervous affections, writes: ‘In an ordinary case of chorea the 
plan of treatment which I have now adopted as a rule for some 
time, is to give cod-liver oil, in conjunction with hypophosphite of 
soda, making the draught containing the latter salt the vehicle for 
the administration of the cod-liver oil.” Sometimes camphor or 
the sesqui-carbonate of ammonia is added. Of more than thirty 
cases treated in this way, the average duration was under three 
weeks. Radcliffe began to prescribe these remedies on theoretical 
grounds, believing that phosphorus and cod-liver oil were required 
to restore ‘nerve tone,” and the result of this treatment has cer- 
tainly been such as to commend it tothe profession. ‘To children 
he gives from five to eight grains of the hypophosphite of soda 
three times daily. 


ERcorine as A Hamostatic.——The Bulletin General Thera- 
peutique quotes from the British Medical Journal a case of Dr. 
Jamieson, of Berwick, in which the subcutaneous injection of er- 
gotine proved successful in arresting pulmonary hemorrhage on 
three separate occasions in a man aged forty-one. The Bulletin 
General, following Dr. Jamieson, ascribes the first idea of the ex- 
cellent mode of employing ergotine as a hemostatic to Dr. G. W. 
Balfour. Three to six grains are sufficient for one injection, and 
it may be repeated within three minutes if necessary; the action 
is almost instaneous. A prepared solution may be kept in readi- 
ness with a small proportion of spirit or glycerine to preserve it. 


Chilblains.—Tincture of galls is valuable, applied to unbroken 
chilblains. 
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CHOLERA INFantuM.—Dr. Gilbert (Boston Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal), in speaking of the treatment of Cholera Infantum, 
says: 

‘* A remedy new to him was told him by Dr. Dodd, of Prince 
Edward’s Island: after an opiate, equal parts of lime-water and 
the best salad oil, a teaspoonful every two or three hours. On try- 
ing it he was surprised to find it would not only stay on the 
stomach, but in three cases it also seemed palatable.” 


Use of Carbolic Acid to Prevent Pitting After Small-pox.—Dr. 
Scott, of Dumfries, writes to the Editor of the Edinburgh Medical 
Journal, that having experienced the beneficial effects of carbolic 
acid in preventing disfiguration of the face in severe cases of burn- 
ing with gunpowder, and with sulphuric acid, he suggested its 
employment, with this object, in a number of cases of small-pox. 
It was applied in the following manner. From the first appear- 
ance of the eruption, until the completion of desquamation, the 
face was kept constantly moist with the solution of the acid, in 
olive oil, (one to eight). The results, he is happy to say, have been 
most satisfactory ; of all the cases treated in the Dumfries Infirm- 


ary (several of which were of the confluent type), not one has, on 
recovery, presented the slightest trace of disfiguration. 


Prescription for Jaundice—from suppressed action of the liver 


and in uremia: 

R.—Acidi Benzoici, . : » gr. XX, 
Glycerini, . , ‘ ‘ . é f 02. ss, 
Aquead, . : , ‘ , . foz. iv.—M 

S.—Dessert-spoonful three or four times a day to a child five 
years old.— Zanner. 


GENERAL NevraLeia.—M. Gaillard has found that the only 
remedy capable of combating successfully the general neuralgia of 
Valleix is the actual cautery lightly applied at a white heat along 
the course of all the nerves affected. Coupled with a tonic regi- 
men he thus cured two cases—one in eight days, and the other in 
three weeks, after all other means had failed.—Wedical and Sur- 


gical Reporter. 


Collodion Paint.—Collodion, one part, and castor oil two parts, 
is a valuable varnish for various cutaneous affections, excoriations 
and superficial burns. 
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Acute Rheumatism.—Dr. Wilson Fox (London Lancet), after 
speaking of the various remedies for the arrest of pain and fev 
of rheumatism, says: 


The fact remains, therefore, that at present the only agent on 
which reliance can, under the cireumstances, be placed, is the 
external application of cold; and the results of my experience 
may not be without their value to others. In the first place, it is 
very distinct from the reports that the surest, most speedy, and 
effectual method in which it can be applied is by immersion in the 
bath, while the temperature is observed in the rectum. The 
patients were simply lifted on a sheet into and out of the bath. 
After their removal from it they were wrapped in blankets. It is 
more comfortable to the patients to be immersed in tepid water 
subsequently cooled, than in cold water. With this precaution the 
bath is to them the pleasantest of these methods of treatment. 
Allen C repeatedly asked for it while being packed in the 
wet sheets wrung out of iced water. On several occasions in 
Allen C "gs case, a rise of temperature was observed to follow 
immediately after his immersion, and also in the second bath given 
to Mrs. B——, where a rise of half a degree took place in the 
first five minutes, but was followed by an immediate fall.’ 


Hooping Cough Mixture—(Dr. Fuller’s) : 
R.—Zinci Sulphatis, . . ia ga . gr. vij, 
Extracti Belladonne, . ‘ ‘ - gr. ij, 
Aque, . ‘ ‘ , ‘ ‘ - f oz. iv.—M.. 
S.—Tablespoonful 4 times a day for a child above three years 
old. Every other day an additional dose may be given. The 


quantity of belladonna, it is asserted, ean be carried to five grains. 
a day, in this manner, without mischief. 


Stimedating Expectorant.—Useful in pulmonary affections of 
children, when it is desired to give tartar emetic without produc- 
ing depression : 

R.—Vini Antimonial, ‘ . . i" f dr..i, 
Spts. Ammo. Aromat, . | ° f dr. iss, 
Syrup Tolutani, . . , ‘ «: Fey 

Tr. Camph. Composite, 2 ©. --s~ . fdr. ij, 
Aque Camphor, . ‘ , i F f oz. iss—M. 


S.—One or two teaspoonfals every third or fourth hour.— 
Tanner. 
4 
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SUPPURATING SCROFULOUS GLANDS OF THE NECK TREATED BY 
DRAINAGE, (Middlesex Hospital—London Lancet).—Two patients 
(children) are attending with scrofula and enlarged cervical glands. 
In both patients one of the glands had suppurated. Instead of 
making an incision, Dr. Murry had passed a catgut ligature through 
‘the abscess, the contents of which were then allowed to drain 
away. The glands had quite recovered in one case, and nearly so 
m the other. No scar was left in either case—a matter of con- 
‘siderable importance, especially in the case of females. 


Chronic Catarrah,—Attended with debility and restlessness, 
(Lanner’s ‘formula :: 
R.—Syrupi Scille, owe - f dr. ij 
Acidi Nitrici diluti, fdr. i 
Tr. Hyosciami, - fdr. i 
i f dr. i, 
- foz. iv.—M. 


ee times a day, for a 


ard, 


This ointment is soothing and invaluable in irritable ulcers and 
sores from blister, etc., in children. 


Exhaustive Suppurative Discharges.—Dr.S. B. Bowsker, (Kan- 
sas City Med. Jour.) reports acase of lad dying, apparently, 
from the exhaustion induced by suppuration from an exostosis of 
the femur, cured by the following: 

R.—Ferri Iodidi Syrpuas, —-- - 0% i. 
Glycerine, : - - 02. ij. 
Ol. Morrhuz, ‘ - - - 0%, ij. —M. 

S.—Tea-spoonful at meals with Dublin porter and all the food 


the stomach could bear. 
The entire thigh was vesicated with Croton oil. 


PLEURO-PNEUMONIA.—Traube gives acid and aqua gummosa,- 
and in very bad cases takes blood from the arm. He finds that 
wine is very badly borne, and never gives it. His mortality is 
very small. : 
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{33 Should any of our subscribers or exchanges fail to get Taz CoMPANION 
regularly, they will confer a favor by notifying us of the fact. Our Mailing 
Clerk will faithfully forward Taz Companton. Subscribers will please notify 
Post masters that it will reach{their offices, if not Jost on the way, between the 
15th and 20th of every month. Should it fail to come, after a reasonable time, 
notify the Editors and it will be sent. 

{~ We respectfully solicit Original Articles, Reports of So¢ieties, Clinics 
Home and Foreign Correspondence, News, etc., etc., of interest to medical 
readers. 

{3§~ To insure publication, articles should be practical, as brief as possible, 
and carefully written, on one side of the paper. Articles should be received by 
the 15th of one month to insure publication in the next. (@§” Friends, send in 
your articles. 4} 

(8™ All subscribers and others will please write their names, post-offices, 
county and State plainly ; 

OUR THANKS. 

We sincerely thank those gentlemen who have sent uscommunications. We 
will publish as early as possible. We trust our friends everywhere will send us 
articles. 

DELAYED. 

Tue CoMPANION, owing to unavoidable circumstances, has not appeared on 
the 15th of each month. The present number*has keen delayed by the pressure 
on our advertising columns and the Chrismas holdidays. In future our sub- 
scribers may expect THE CoMPANION between the 15th and 20th of each month. 


FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

We call attention to the interesting tetter of Dr. A. W. Calhoun, from Berlin. 
We have on hand and will publish, in our next, a second letter from this gen- 
tleman. Wetrust he will, at an eorly day, give our readers the treatment for 
granular opthalmia, as promised. 

LEFT OUT. 

Our miscellaneous correspondence, including the letters of Drs. Taylor and 

Tucker, were unavoidably crowed out in this number. 


° 





The Georgia Medical Companion. 
TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 


We sincerely thank our subscribers for their kind aid, and often- 
times forbearance, in the conduct of THE CoMPANION during the 
year just gone. We have received many words of cheer and hearty 
approval to stimulate our efforts and te encourage our hearts in 
journeying along the path of medical journalism. THe Com- 
PANION has won friends on every side. 

But sometimes subscribers complain. They ought to do so when 
wronged and neglected. ‘T'o the best of our ability we have en- 
deavored to do our subscribers full justice, and to comply strictly 
with the terms of our contract with them. Nevertheless a few— 
and only a few—have complained, alone because of the failure of 
THe CoMPANION to pay them its monthly visits. Only one, so 
far, has requested its distcontinuance for reasons satisfactory to 
us, but which, we uaite with him in hoping, may soon be removed. 
We shall, therefore, in view of the above facts, regard those of our 
subscribers, from whom we have not heard, as subscribers still ; 
and will forward them the first number of the second volume. We 
trust all will feel as Dr. J.D. Tucker, of Jackson, Tennessee, who 
says, (whose letter appears in another place,): ‘If it, (Tux Com- 
PANION,) maintains its present merit, I shall continue my subscrip- 
tion as long as I practice physic.” Not only do we hope to retain 
our already large list as life-subscribers, but that each one of these 
may also, carry out the suggestion of Dr. Tucker, by forwarding 
us a new one, as well. 

Our object has been to issue a meritorious medical journal—one 
fully up to the demands of the wants of our brethren, who are 
actively engaged in the practice-tand to furnish them, monthly, a 
condensed view of the progress and therapeutical advances in our 
science. Our large and talented list of Associate. and Corres- 
ponding Editors cannot be equaled by any journal published, and 
betokens an unusual degree of merit for the ensuing year, in our 
original department. 

We have endeavored, with “might and main,” with “line upon 
line and precept upon precept,” to exhalt the truth, and to give 
dignity and honor to the profession as measured by the demands 
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and requirements of the code of medical ethics. We have entreated 
the pure and good men all over the land, to form a common broth- 
erhood, the shibboleth of which shall be adhesion to the principles 
and morality of the code of ethics. Organzations of good men for 
the noble purpose of maintaining the honor of medicine—to rescue 
it from the sacrilegious hands of pretenders and quacks, is the 
great professional necessity of the times. Let honesty and in- 
tegrity pervade our ranks and the good men, united, will become 
a terror to the refractory and rebellious in a profession they seek 
to dishonor and disgrace. The great heart of the true men is be- 
ing moved. All over the country we see evidences of vitality as 
manifested in our medical societies; and men, like Dr. J. M. 

Taylor, of Corinth, Miss., see the necessity of medical a 
tion to raise our piel ‘*from the whirlpool of quackery.” 

The very highest type of Christian gentleman, should be the 
cherished object of the true physician, to attain. Truth, honor, 
and integrity should mark his footsteps in every walk of life. 
Such a man, in medicine, can never seek a “policy” to gain un- 
professional advantages. The finger of . professional scorn 
would point him out, and the infamy of the act blast him, from 
one end of the country to the other, under the lashings of a sound 


medical organization. 
Good men will not and cannot cover up the base actiens ef le- 


galized quacks and disorganizers. What affects the profession in 
Massachusetts and New York, must damage it in every other State. 
The whole body must be “sick” or well; andthe man who, in the 
littleness of his microscopic soul, narrows down the value of mo- 
rality and ethics to his own locality, stripped of the sympathy and 
honor of a true heart to strike for others, is an ethical-abortion. 

Tue ComPANION is pledged to defend the truth. It will not 
clog its steps, by shouldering a “policy,” but out of an honest | 
heart, with the best of its ability, will speak the truth and raise 
aloft the banner of professional honesty and integrity. It will 
strike in defence of truth »herever it may be assailed, that a glo- 
rious profession may be exhalted and its mission of mercy—of 
“‘neace on earth and good will to man”—may, hand in hand with 


religion, bloom and blossom in every land. 
In conclusion, we are pleased and gratified to announce to our 
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subscribers.and friends that Taz Gzoraia MepicaL CoMPANION 
is a success—financially and in the hearts of the profession, as 
evinced by their appreciation of it on every side. 





THE PROFESSIONAL TROUBLES OF THE TIMES. 


Professional troubles are rife in the land—from Massachusetts 
to California, and from New York to Georgia. Even the eapital 
of the country, sends its medical troubles over the telegraphic 
wires to répeat the unfortunate story. 

In all these mutterings cf opposing forces, there must be a latent 
cause, let loose here and there like Satan unchained, to reveal the 
thinness of the crust that overlies the crater ready to engulph the 
hopes, honor and interests of the profession, in ruin. These out- 
croppings send forth no uncertain indications of the deep moral 
and professional decay sapping, alike, the foundations of society 
and science. Andyet, unopposed and unresisted, they would have 
remained hid from the keenest eye until the accumulating forces 
of error and corruption had swept away, with its besom of destruc- 
tion, the last vestige of principle, honor and truth. Of all heroes, 
the possessor of a God-like soul, nerved by an immovable and 
unflinching integrity, under the holy impulse of an unconquered 
and uneonquerable spirit, is the grandest, sublimest of earth. The 
shock of a battle, more terrific than any encounters of physical 
foes, may vibrate in Satanic fury above and around him, when the 
hosts of Apollyon shall pour forth from pandemonium armed with 
hellish vengence for his overthrow and ruin. There are moral 
heroes, over whose triumphs no peans have been sung—heroes as 
grand in their unyielding resistance to error as the mightiest 
conquerors enrolled on history’s page. Among these we are proud 
to number the valient and true of the medical profession. 

Great emergencies reveal great men, and times of trouble evoke 
the energies and marshal the resources of the truly good and 
brave, while the craven falter and fall before the march of unre- 
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sisted wrongs. Thus it is, that moral forces are arrayed in 
deadly strife against the enemies of truth and honor all over the 
land. To yield is to lose all; and to contend, is often the signal 
for the betrayal of confidence and the desertion of friends. Error, 
borne along by the cohorts of the many, entraps the weak, 
enlists the reckless, and subsidizes the corrupt. 

In the midst of causes so provocative of strife in the medical 
profession in this country, collisions must constantly occur. The 
degraded level to which medical education has been reduced, in 
many instances, by the multiplication of colleges, and the con- 
tentions and emulations between these for patronage by resorting 
to under-bidding and ‘complimentary tickets” for courses of 
instruction, with the selfish manipulations of the medical dema- 
gogue to over-reach his brethren in his efforts to secure practice, 
must ever be fruitful sources of professional troubles. 

In Massachusetts, the profession has been convulsed. The 
State Medical Society had nurtured within its bosom, enemies to 
its peace and prosperity. Under its charter—in the name of “the 
Fathers” what business has a medical society with a charter ?— 
anyman, be hej Hindoo Jugler, or Hasheesh-Eater, had the legal 
right to membership provided he could pass the required examina- 
tion. Through this gap numbers of Electics and Homeopathics 
gained admission. A few valient men, notwithstanding the opposi- 
tion and resistance of the “Chancellors” of the society, brought 
the anomalous condition of the same before the American Medical 
Association with such results as compelled the society to take 
steps towards the expulsion of these irregulars. And here the 
second trouble commences. At this present time the charter is held 
by these parties as a shield over them, under cover of which they 
refuse to be expelled. So the matter stands. The good men of 
the profession see but two courses for their brethren of Massachu- 
setts to persue; either to whip out these misguided irregulars, or to 
come out themselves and form anew society composed of the firm 
and consistent men of the profession in the State; and having 
done this to throw such barriers around the door of entrance and 


enact such laws as to forever preclude the admission of unprofes- 
sional innovators who may be unwilling to abide the ethics, how- 
ever high their social position. 
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The trouble at Washington city was due to a want of respect, on 
the part of Dr. Bliss to the ethics, in that this Cundurango 
speculator refused to obey the admonitions of his society in his 
professional associations. This blissful gentleman of ‘ pocket 
ethics,” seduced by an unprofessional, consented to ‘affiliate’ 
with him, for which act unrepented of, he was expelled. Under 
such a state of things Bliss ‘did not appreciate such dictation” 
and had he gotten up a society of his own, and then, with his fol- 
lowers ‘‘packed’’ his Association, he might have, in spite of Cun- 
durango and the lesser ills of his other professional wanderings, 
declared that ‘peace’ had been established “completely and 
fully” in Washington city. In addition to this, he might have 
folded his arms in complacency over his bosom, under the miser- 
able fallacy that he had “ aroused a new spirit in the medical pro- 
fession”’ “‘ that the deadly Upas of strife (poor Cundurango!) had 
been plucked up by the roots’ (like his cancers) and that “the 
dawn of a better day (for disorganizers and quacks) was begin- 
ning to be clearly seen.”” But our brothers of Washington city 
were spared this infliction, though “beaten with” the “fewer 
stripes” of Cundurango. 

In New York the Sayre-Ruppaner cuse has been the theme of 
professional and non-professional writers. The secular press of 
Gotham has teemed with versions of the case of Ruppaner vs. 
Sayre, and the Medical Society of the county of New York. And 
why? It is sometimes thought to be very important, when a 
Doctor is wrong in principle, to deceive the general reader at 
home, through the public press, in order to sustain his local posi- 
tion and interests. As to the merits of the Sayre-Ruppaner case 
—its origin—it is of small moment to inquire. The difficulty 
may or may not have been personal in its inception. The pro- 
fessional aspect of the case has, however, over-leaped every other. 
It has assumed a graver character. These gentlemen were mem- 
bers of the same society, Charges were preferred against Dr. R. 
by Dr. S. The case was brought before the Comitia Minora, for 
investigation. The Comitia, composed of honorable gentlemen, 
were, after eight months’ deliberation, about to make its report, 


when Dr. Ruppaner had a writ of injunction issued against the 
Comitia, restraining its action, and thus carrying the matter before 
the courts ! 





led 
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Did Dr. Ruppaner do right, professionally, in thus setting his 
Society at defiance? Questions of a purely ethical character can 
never, from their very nature, become the subjects of adjudication 
by the courts of the country. Medical Societies are supposed to be 
composed of gentlemen of honor—are voluntary Associations, con- 
trolled and regulated by a higher, than human, law—a code of 
morals written upon the hearts and consciences of men, called the 
‘Golden Rule.” Upon this foundation rests the beautiful struc- 
ture of medical ethics. 

The high value of medical morals is recognized on every hand ; 
for every offender against them, is loud in his proclamations of at- 
tachment and devotion to the ethics. Satan, to delude the good 
and seduce the innocent (if not to get into respectable company), 
has been known to clothe himself in garments of light. 

But to return: Dr. Ruppaner, in our judgement is totally in- 
excusable in thus bringing reproach upon his Society, and in lift- 
ing the strong arm of the law, in a question of ethics, over the 
heads Of his brethren. The comitia may have proceeded irreg- 
ularly ; may have meditated injustice toward him (which we can- 
not believe) and yet, were this all true, Dr. Ruppaner must fail to 
acquit himself before the profession of having taken the ethical 
(or honorable) course in order to throttle the report of the com- 
itia. By so doing he seems to prejudge his case, and to enter 
up a verdict averse to his acquital. He should have awaited its 
decision and if against him, to have appealed to his Society (if 
possible) or have carried the case to his State Association, or fail- 
ing there, to the Supreme Court of the Profession—the American 


Medical Association. 

Notwithstanding the injunction, the Society, solely upon the 
unprofessional act in thus arresting the report of the comitia 
expelled Dr. Ruppaner—justly we think. On this occasion one 
of his fellow-members thus pointedly stated the merits of the case: 

‘“‘Dr. Roosa said the question was simply this: Shall we allow 
a member accused of an offence—the accusation being properly 
made to the Comitia Minora—to scout its authority to investigate 
the case and report upon it to the Society, and to deny competence 
of the Society to decide upon it? Shall we allow him to go be- 
fore the courts, and procure an injunction upon our regular mode 
of procedure in matters purely professional, and having no legal 
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color whatever? It is exactly as if a church-member, accused of 
heretical doctrines or unchristian practices, should deny the 
church’s authority to question him, and appeal to the law to re- 
strain its investigations, and vindicate his orthodoxy or his godli- 
ness. If such a flagrant violation of its rules were to be allowed 
to pass without censure, all discipline in the Society was at an 
end, and it was time for it to dissolve.”’ 

Now, gentlemen of the Medical Society of New York, how will 
you treat Dr. Ruppaner, professionally? Will you suffer your 
members to recognize him in consultation and otherwise? Of 
course! The quarrel was ‘personal’ and “should never have 
been carried” before your Comitia, and some of your would-be- 
self-constituted regulators of the profession in your city, may in de- 
fiance of the ethics, if “threatened with (such) professional degrada- 
tion” (see transactions Georgia Medical Association, page 15,) by 
your “so-called” Society, when your society shall “refuse profes- 
sional recognition,” to Dr. R. and his affiliators, set up an 
independent Society, “‘not appreciating” your “ authority, or in 
any way admitting the justice or propriety of such dictation” and 
determine ‘to continue the same professional intercourse which 
had previously existed between” them. 

But gentlemen, you could not do this and be ethical, even “ if 
threatened with” just “‘degradation.”” No, you could not. The 
copy-right to that “piece of acting’’ has been secured to parties 
in Georgia, and you could not infringe upon a claim so fully “ es- 
tablished and enforced’”’ down here. We cannot be charged with 
personal feeling in the ‘“‘Sayre-Ruppaner”’ -difficulty. We care 
not for men or parties—as such. We make no fight against indi- 
viduals beyond the legitimate arena of the recognized code of 
ethics of America. To this code we desire, at all times, to ren- 
der the strictest construction, and to bring to its impartial rule the 
greatest or humblest of the profession. If it censures we are bound 
to condemn ; if it acquits we are delighted to approve. 

The great lesson to be learned by the profession, is the one we 
have so often repeated. That the medical profession is a great 
brotherhood. That what affects its honor, integrity and interests 
in one locality, affects it in every other. The deplorable condi- 
tion by which it is now surrounded, demands such action, as a 
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tribute to its honor and glory. To be silent, because not locally 
interested, is to take sides with the wrong and to give impetus to 
the march of corruption and error. 





AN ERROR IN MEDICAL WRITERS. 





A brief note of attention, brethren of the profession, rather 
than of eriticism. After reading the books and the periodical 
literature of the profession for sixteen years, we hope to be allowed 
to call the attention of medical writers to what is a manifest error, 
viz: the use of indefinite terms, especially in therapeutics. Most 
persons read the journals with a view of being benefitted by the 
wisdom, experience and skill of others, and it frequently happens 
that a good remedy is rendered worthless to the reader by the use 
of such indefinite terms as “‘same,” “a little,” ‘a small quantity,” 
a “few grains,”’ and very commonly, “small doses.” These terms 
all have such a latitude that no one can arrive at what is meant. 
Medicine, like music, has an universal language, and it is simple, 
easy to be learned and remembered, and why not use it? There 
is another class of errorist, among medical writers, whose ‘‘ pure 
minds” should be stirred up at this point, viz: Those who are 
afflicted with pedantry. Such writers always fill up their articles 
with the most strained technicalities. Now (though ostensibly 
writing in English), they quote French, now Greek, then Latin 
and German, and that too, in dealing with the nomenclature of 
diseases, remedies, and worst of all, of chemistry and pharmacy. 

It is true, some medical students have an opportunity of learn- 
ing these various tongues, but the great mass of physicians are 
men of one tongue only, and this one is more than most men learn 
and use wisely. It has not been long since a very intelligent 


young physician brought to the writer a most excellent clinical | 


work with a cramped expression, saying, “‘here is a book said to 
be excellent, been highly recommended to me, and all that, but 
owing to the frequent use of terms I do not understand, it is worth- 
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less to me, do take it and analyze these phrases and weights and 
measures.’’ This is an instance of many. And this same man 
had had, and improved, fine educational opportunities, but he had 
not been to Paris or Berlin. Come, brethren of the quill, before 
submitting your articles to the editors and publisher, trim closely, 
and expunge everything smacking of indefiniteness or pedantry. 
Let us all use our own dialect, and not be speaking in proverbs or 
unknown tongues. Let us address ourselves rather to the task oi 
simplifying rather than mystifying our articles, so that the 
reader may peruse to edification and not to mistification. Let us 
be to the point, and use language expressive of our meaning rather 
than our learning. 
L. B. Bouvcnetye, M.D. 


BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. 


The Works of Sir James Y. Simpson Bart. Vol. II. Anesthesia, 
Hospitalism, Hermaphroditism, and a proposal to stamp out 
Small-Pox and other contageous diseases. By Sir James Y. 
Simpson Bart, M. D., D. C. L., late Professor of Midwifery in 
the University of Edinbugh. Edited by Sir W. G. Simpson 
Bart, B. A. Schelar of Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge. 
New York. D. Appleton & Co., 549 and 551, Broadway, 1872. 
For sale in Atlanta, by J. J. & 8. P. Richards. 

This is a posthumous work of the lamented Simpson, edited by 
his son. The volume before us will be received by the profession 
of this country as all previous writings of the great Simpson. Dr. 
Simpson’s investigations in connection with anesthesia are brought 
to view in this work. ‘To this gifted man, more than to any other 
individual, is the profession indebted for that great boon to human- 
ity—anesthesia. His discovery of chloroform, and his advocacy 
of it in obstetrical as well as surgical practice, marked a new era 
in midwifery and surgery. The subjects discussed in the volume 
before us are handled by a master-hand. 
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In every well-selected medical library the works of Professor 
Simpson must have a prominent position,—they would be wanting 
without them. 


Hand-Book of Skin Diseascs.—By Dr. Isidor Neumann, Docent 
An Der R. R. Universitat in Wien. ‘Translated from the 
second German Edition, with notes, by Lucius D. Bulkley, A. 
M.. M. D., Surgeon of the New York Dispensary, Department of 
\ enerial and Skin Diseases, etc., etc. Illustrated with sixty-six 
wood-cuts. New York, 1872. D. Appleton & Co. For sale by 
J. J.& S. P. Richards, Atlanta, Ga. 

Skin diseases have been, to the general practitioner, almost a 
sealed-book. Few are willing to give the subject that amount of 
attention and study neeessary to diagnose even the most common 
skin diseases. This has been owing, doubtless, to the confusion 
among dermatologists in their classifications and frequent charges 
in this respect. Still the importance of a practical knowledge of 
the ordinary cutaneous diseases, which constantly occur, should 
demand the serious and careful study of every practitioner. For 
this purpose the work under consideration Will prove of great value, 
especially as the German school of dermatology is brought prom- 
inenily to view in the volume, while it has been made decidedly 
practical by the notations of the editor. 


Neuralgia and the Diseases that Resemble it—By Francis E. 
Anstie, M. D., (London,) Fellow of the Royal College of Phy- 
sicians, Honorary Fellow of King’s College, London, etc., etc. 
New York, D. Appleton & Co., 1872. For sale by J. J. & 8. 
P: Richards, Atlanta, Ga. 

We have rarely read a more interesting and instructive volume 
than that of Dr. Anstie, on neuralgia. Indeed, it is the only tre- 
tise on the subject that we have ever seen that is of the least prac- 
tical value. The author has devoted himself to the investigation 
of various forms of neuratgias and those diseases that resemble 
them, with a thoroughness which is well-nigh exhaustive. The 
chapter on treatment is, of itself, worth more than the price of 
the work. We advise our friends everywhere to secure a copy of 
this invaluable work. 
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Transactions of the Second Annual Session of the Medical Socie- 

ty of Virginia, 1871. 

We are indebted to the Recording Secretary, Dr. Langdon 
Edwards, of Lynchburg, for the above Transactions. Our medi- 
cal brethren of Virginia have placed the Medical Society of Vir- 
ginia upon the firmest and soundest professional basis. We hail 
with real satisfaction and pleasure, this exhalted appreciation of 
the honor and integrity of the profession by our noble brethren of 
Virginia. The address of the retiring President, Robt. 8. Payne, 
M. D., of Lynchburg, Va., (one of the Associate Editors of Tur 
CoMPANION) is worthy of the head and heart of that accomplished 
and polished physician. The sentiments are pure and his zeal in 
promoting the organization of the medical gentlemen of his State, 
should meet the favor of his professional brethren throughout the 
Old Dominion. 

Valuable contributions were read: Dr. John Hurbert Claiborn 
on dysmenorrhea; Dr. Alfred G. Tebault, on paludal fever; Dr. 
A. M. Fauntleroy (President elect), on typhoid fever; Dr. Fred- 
erick Horner, Jr., on the cattle disease; Dr. W. J. Gray, case of 
rheumatism; Dr. W. W. Parker, hypodermic method of treatment. 
Also synopsis of the discussion by the members of the Society, on 
inflammation. 

We shall, at some future time cull some of the valuable thoughts 
from the for these use of our readers. 

The Society had under consideration the proposition to establish 
a Medical Journal as the organ of the same. We would hail with 
pleasure the time when each State could thus own and support a 
Medical Journal. It would be the highest evidence of the unity 
and liberality of the profession in each State. But until a new 
zeal can be invoked and medical men brought in harmonious action, 
we fear nothing can be accomplished in this direction. Would it 
not then be better to,ingnore State lines for the present, and har- 
monise upon one journal promotive of the interests of all alike ? 





Advertising Department. 





— 
o-—+2S 


EDITORIAL, 

One year ago, in the first number of THE CoMPANION, we gave 
expression to our views in regard to the great value and impurt- 
ance of an advertising department to the profession at large. We 
still entertain the same opinion, more firmly than ever, if possible. 
In our first number, referred to, we wrote as follows: 


Our conception of the mission of a Medical Journal, is not 
simply to confine its pages to the discussion of questions in the 
various departments of medical science, but that a larger, broader 
field should be occupied. In other words, it is the province of the 
medical journalist to bring before the professional reador every- 
thing that shall tend to promote his efficiency in the ‘‘ Science and 
the Art” of his calling. Hence it is our duty, as far as possible, 
to make him familiar with reliable Druggists, Manufacturers of 
Pure, Standard Extracts, Manufactures of Pure Chemicals—as 
his success, as a practitioner, depends so much upon the purity and 
reliability of drugs and chemicals. 

In our September number we said : 

Much of the physician’s success depends upon the reliability 
and purity of the medicines he pregcribes. His duty is to 
know that his medicines are pure. His own life and that of his 
loved ones, may depend upon this fact. In order that he may 
feel confident as to the purity of the medicines administered by 
him, he must, if he dispenses them himself, purchase alone from 
honorable, reliable parties ; if the apothecary fill his bills or pre- 
scriptions, he should be requested and instructed to keep on hand 
for this purpose, the drugs, preparations, etc., manufactured by 
houses designated by him. In other words, the physician should 
refuse to patronize any druggist who would not cheerfully put 
himself to the trouble of complying with such a request. And, 
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above all, the physician should, in making purchases of drugs, not 
allow inferior articles to be palmed off upon him because of being 
cheap. Loss of life, to say nothing of reputation, results frequently, 
from inferior drugs—drugs purporting to be pure, but which are 
vaillainous adulterations. 

We also gave notice that we would add sixteen pages in our 
present issue, to accommodate first-class houses, wishing to adver- 
tise with us. This entire space has been taken. We purpose 
noticing these gentlemen, and to show why they have claims, as 
honorable business men, upon our people for patronage. 

To illustrate: The Messrs. Tilden & Co., desire to constantly 
keep before Southern physicians and druggists their improved pre- 
parations, which are brought forward by the rapid progress of 
science in pharmacy, of the present era. These gentlemen are 
the oldest, and perhaps the largest manufacturers of pharmaceu- 
tical preparations, on the Continent. It is not our purpose to 
‘puff’ any house, or to advocate the claims of any particular 
method of manufacturing, but to speak, from time to time, of the 
skill displayed in the manufacture of their compounds and the con- 
venience offered the physician who will wisely employ them, based 
upon his experience of diseases and the idiosyncrasies of his 
patients. In justice to our readers themselves, we invite them 
to examine, monthly, our advertising pages, as they will doubtless 
find that pharmaceutists have prepared many new and improved 
compounds which will prove valuable to himself and of great 
. advantage to his patients. 





